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ONES/AINE"

SAVE BIG on Gas, Wood & Electric Fireplaces, Stoves, Pellet, and Inserts
SAVE AS MIUCH AS S$2500!

Tuesday, April 29th through

Tuesday., May 13th
Sale Hours: Tues.-Fri. 10-6; Sat. 10-4

Supreme

Heat & Glo 30” Gas Insert

Gas Fireplace
SL-5 w/FS-5 BK Front 2100 Wood Stove

Retail $2,338 Retail $2,149
ONLY ONLY

$1,636" $1,719

Quadra Fire

*Install and venting not included in above offers.

Building, Remodeling or Just Adding a
Fireplace to Your Home ... Come In & Save!!!

Quallty that Can’t Be Beat!

Lf

Gas Insert Package
ﬁ;mven (1M Retail $4,416
00d I-Treplace ONLY
$3,532

OTHER GARAGE DOOR
OPENS YOUR WORLD LIKE
LIFTMASTER®

Model 84505 7’
Built-in WiFi with LED
Lights (1,500 Lumens)

and Integrated

Camera

Elevate Your Garage
Door Opener

Stay connected and in control in your home with a
LiftMaster®, part of a full lineup on MyQ°®-Enabled
Garage Door Openers. Open, close and

monitor your garage door and receive

alerts through your smartphone so

you can alwayS feel secure. Apple® and iPhone® are registered trademarks of Apple Inc.

e [ $590

24/7 For All Your Garage Door & Opener Needs
Service WWW.CUSTOMDOORSALES.COM

el LiftMaster

Broken Spring
Specialist

Above
Garage Door Opener with TWO Car Remotes
+ Keyless Entry for 7’ High Door

763-535-0042

rowerep BY myQQ.
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A@ of Albertville

GOZNEY"®

P AN

TRAEGER

WOOD FIRED GRILLS

6050 LABEAUX AVE. NE, ALBERTVILLE, MN 763-497-4211

PIZZA OVENS

BLACKSTONE
OKLAHOM A

JOE'S

SMOKERS

Big GreenE

The Uttimate

Corral clutter with a mudroom

Often positioned near the pri-
mary point of entry, mudrooms
are a popular addition to many
family homes. These organiza-
tional dynamos are the perfect
place to catch muddy boots,
backpacks, sports equipment
and dirty paws before they
make it all the way into the
main living areas.

Luxurious mudrooms in
high-end homes can some-
times boast custom cabinetry,
full bathrooms, laundry facil-
ities, showers for pets and
direct pantry access.

Regardless of whether your
mudroom is an actual room
or just a small space near the
front door to hang bags and
jackets, the organizational
basics are the same:

Corral Clutter: One of the
most important items in any
mudroom is storage for shoes,
pet supplies, backpacks,
sporting equipment and other
items. If built-in storage isn’t
in your budget, put up a sturdy
shelving unit with a bin or bas-
ket for each family member.

Get Hooked: Securely
anchor a row of strong hooks
along the wall for coats, hats,
scarves or other seasonal

accessories that may other-
wise find themselves dropped
on the floor upon arriving
home.

Mud Happens: Mudrooms
are meant to handle dirt so
nix the carpet and lay down
tile or hardwood flooring. Pick
a stylish rug to catch dirt in
its tracks while also adding a
design element to the space.

Shoe Space: Place a wood-
en bench or sturdy coffee table
near the door so everyone has
a place to sit while removing

shoes. Slide a few baskets or
bins underneath as an alter-
nate location for storing back-
packs and other gear when
not in use.

Take Command: Create
a family command center
by adding a small cabinet or
desk with a corkboard above.
It makes for a perfect spot
to stash keys, charge cell
phones, open mail, sort school
papers and post the family
calendar.

Find more organization tips
and tricks at eLivingtoday.
com.

Source: Family Features
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Photo courtesy of Unsplash

MIDLAND NURSERY

landscape e irrigation e garden center

(/e fse

nx

* Delivery (Trees, Rock, Mulch)

* Mulch ¢ Dirt » Garden Mix * Rock ¢ Boulders * Sand
* Shrubs ¢ Perennials ¢ Fox Farm « Vegetables ¢ Fruit
* Herbs * Annuals ¢ Potted Trees

FRESH FROM OUR FIELD (B&B) TREES 20 - 25% OFF!

* Flowering Crab * Maple ¢ Birch ¢ Linden ¢ Fruit Trees

GROV

* Landscape Install: Hardscapes, Trees, Shrubs
* Irrigation Service, Design & Install

* Demo

65 Years Family Owned & llneratetl
A e

MINNESOTA

NN _22 h

920-29% OFF

paBTREES

‘d

7'27.-.%]2@
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Cleaning

CARPET CLEANING  UPHOLSTERY CLEANING TILEG&E(EIBgUATI:C!IéEREING
3 AREAS - $17995 BUY 1-GET1 CLEANED - GET A CALL FOR YOUR

5 AREAS - $22995 i’:i‘K'I"-”EF“ero"a'iéf"l:r BATHROOM FOR FREE

8 AREAS - $29995 FREE ESTIMATE TODAY!

Expires: 5/31/25 Promo Code: MAY25 Expires: 5/31/25 Promo Code: MAY25 Expires: 5/31/25 Promo Code: MAY25
WE NOW OFFER FINANCING

HAVE YOUR AIR DUCTS CLEANED & RECEIVE...  FOR IARGER SERVICING
A SPECIAL GET YOUR DRYER $ Ot than araandke T R
OFFEROFYOUR Vi CLEANED FOF oy 50 OFF
CHOOSING FRE E AIR CONDITIONING prtes
(5200 VALUE) CLEANUP PICK UP & DELIVERY SERVICE

| ||||||""I||||||I

Expires: 5/31/25 Promo Code: MAY25

20%0\‘? \FOR A CLEANER & HEALTHIER HOME™
1-800-STEEMER.

STANLBY STEEMER
b stanleysteemer.com

f Ivlelinlo)

WE MOVE MOST FURNITURE FOR FREE! VETERAN OWNED AND OPERATED!

SAUK CENTRE 320-352-7883 ¢ ELKRIVER 763-241-0811 ¢ ST CLOUD 320-253-1723
ALEXANDRIA 320-763-7677 * BRAINERD 218-825-0112
WILLMAR 320-235-6501 ¢ LITTLE FALLS 320-632-4011

24 HOUR WATER RESTORATION AVAILABLE

Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers. Must present promo code at time of service. Residential only. Valid at participating locations only. Cannot be used for water emergency services. Combined living areas,
L-shaped rooms and rooms over 250 sq. ft. are considered 2 areas. Baths, halls, large walk-in closets and area rugs are priced separately. Offer does not include protector and deodorizer. Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details.
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Timeless lge sigfoelon
and adventure in the Logsden

Tucked within the serene
beauty of nature, the Logsden
A-frame is a stunning blend
of rustic charm and modern
comfort. Perfect as a vacation
retreat or a primary residence,

Logsden
PLAN 31-075

First Floor 1253 sq. ft.
Second Floor 807 sq. ft.
Living Area 2060 sq. ft.
Dimensions 34°x58’

2000 SERIES

www.AssociatedDesigns.com

this lodge-inspired home plan
offers a harmonious combi-
nation of timeless design and
thoughtful amenities, ideal for

homeowners seeking both
relaxation and adventure.
As you step into the

Logsden, a breathtaking
great room greets you with its
two-story vaulted ceilings and
expansive floor-to-ceiling win-
dows. Natural light floods the
space, highlighting the seam-
less connection between the
indoors and the picturesque
surroundings. A striking fire-
place anchors the room, cre-
ating a cozy ambiance perfect

for unwinding after a day out-
doors. Positioned nearby is the
gourmet kitchen, complete with
ample counter space, making it
a welcoming hub for family
meals or entertaining guests.
Down the hallway, two
main-level bedrooms offer
quiet retreats, each designed
for relaxation and comfort. A
conveniently located pass-
through utility room ensures
practical daily living, with easy
access to essentials. Upstairs,
the loft overlooks the great
room below, providing a flex-
ible space for a cozy reading
nook, a home office, or addi-

Buttalo Floral S Landscapmg

Grea! Landscaplng - Done nghi from concepl to 00H.... not Ouc!

Owners’ Suite
16'5" x 23'6"

25' X 7'5" siopo ! siope

[ Vauted D]
Loft —

1
]

Open to
Great Room
Below

slope .. slope
-— iy

tional lounging.

The crown jewel of the
Logsden is the luxurious own-
er’s suite, occupying a private
space on the upper level. This
retreat features an elegant bath
with a soaking tub and dual
walk-in closets, offering com-
fort and sophistication. The
spacious layout ensures home-
owners have a serene haven to
recharge in style.

Surrounding the home is a
wrap-around deck, offering

endless opportunities to enjoy
the outdoors. Whether sipping
morning coffee, hosting gath-
erings, or simply soaking in

BASE PRICING:

S

== Deck

the natural beauty, the deck
elevates outdoor living with its
expansive, scenic views.

With its 3-bedroom, 2-story
layout, the Logsden is a versa-
tile and inviting home. Designed
for those who appreciate the
balance of elegance and rustic
allure, this lodge-style house

#100.00 for firet 2 roome (up to 300 eq. ft.)
425.00 Additional Room

4100 Minimum Charge (Spot Removal)
Hard Floor Cleaning - Starting at $1.25 =q/ ft.

Rl RS
St

34I
Vaulted
Covered =
- Porch
m
Bedroom
10'10" x Bedroom
15'6" 11'6" x 14'6"
-
Ep— o
2
util =v
116" xﬂg‘w z 0 ©
Ty ~ 9 =
= ]
158 o
£
10
Ny Up
= & ceiling
Ent
T |In?(ﬂ|l’\|l-ﬁl_)f;’\‘; ----- l:y_-
7 Vaulted slogo
‘\ Great Room
Deck |=. 25' x 25'11" e Gl
© 2018 Associated
Designs, Inc.

763-614-7279

SPRING CLEANING?

- Carpet & Area Rug Cleaning
- Upholstery Cleaning

-+ Stain & Odor Removal

- Automotive Carpet Cleaning

- Stone, Tile & Grout Cleaning
(Floors, Walle, Counters, ete.)

plan promises a lifestyle filled
with comfort, charm, and con-
nection to nature.

The Logsden 31-075 created
by Associated Designs, Inc.’s
talented team of residential
home designers. To learn more
about this design visit www.
AssociatedDesigns.com.

www.rugsuckarslnc.com

-
S == €




2025 AAS Edible - Vegetable Winner

Article & photo by
All-America Selections

Basil Piedmont -
Available Soon

Bring the flavors of
Piedmont ltaly to your gar-
den with this remarkably dis-
ease-resistant new basil. Its
exceptional Downy Mildew
Resistance (DMR) means
healthier plants and weeks of
extra harvests compared to
other varieties.

This vigorous basil forms
dense, bushy plants with
a strong aroma and clas-
sic basil flavor. Its refined
habit, with shorter internodes,
ensures easy management
and excellent post-harvest
keeping quality.

Even in challenging condi-
tions, this basil thrives, offer-
ing a rewarding and abundant
harvest.

How to Grow

Basil likes warm tempera-
tures. Germination, whether
in potting mix or garden soil,
must occur between 65-70F.
Germination within one week
is typical.

If growing to transplant in

a potting mix, it will take 5-7
weeks to make a transplant-
able young plant. Growing
should occur at 70-75F and
in medium to bright light.

If sowing directly into the
garden, sow when the soil
is warm, about the time you
would typically transplant
tomatoes or sow summer
squash seed. Visible ger-
mination of the basil seed
will take 10-14 days. Plants
can begin to be harvested
in another 4-5 weeks. Side
shoots will appear from leaf

nodes on any remaining plant
stem, and the side shoots
become harvestable within

4-5 weeks.
Piedmont is a vigor-
ous grower, on a dense-

ly-branched plant, with a
strong production of side
shoots. Piedmont’s foliage
remains healthy under typ-
ical garden conditions. It
is strongly tolerant to basil
downy mildew (BDM), but
Piedmont may not be 100%
resistant to all strains of
BDM, in every year, in every
geographic region, or under
every condition.

CERTIFIED REAL PROPERTY LAW SPECIALISTS

We are a full-service agency serving central Minnesota,
expertly providing everything from title searches, to document
preparation, escrow protection, and full closing services.

763.682.9634

908 Commercial Dr., Buffalo, MN 55313

April 27, 2025 The Drummer Home Inspirations Section 5

¥ FOCALPOINT

Flooring - Cabinets - Design

DREAMING OF DESIGN?

Let your local c[esign centex
[J’zing youx home to [gﬁ’

Srloo’zing, cabinets, blinds..

we ltave you COV&’&@C[.

763-497-4407
5600 Queens Ave. NE, Otsego
FocalPointFlooringOtsego.com
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Gardening safety for seniors

Longer hours of daylight
and warming temperatures are
hallmarks of spring and each
of these variables do much
to contribute to the reputation
of a season that’'s become
synonymous with rejuvenation.
After months spent confronting

cold temperatures and hud-
dling up indoors, people might
find the welcoming conditions
of spring irresistible, which
compels many to spend more
time outdoors.

There’s no shortage of things
to do outside in spring, and the

W JACK FLESHER

RESCUE

ELECTRIC

WAVERLY, MN
763-344-3231

www.RescueElectricMN.com
RescueElectricMN@gmail.com

C&S BLACKTOPPING INLC.

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL PAVING CONTRACTOR

REQUEST A FREE _
ESTIMATE

Serving the Metro & Surrounding Areas Since 1967

763-428-2225

www.c-sblacktopping.com

Let us furnish all of your party rental needs in sfyle. \

(. . T
Kiatt

www.klatttruevaluerental.com

Hwy. 25 N
Buffalo, MN
763-682-2436

Your First
Home Awaits.

D

20 ane ine maximum erm 2
Insured by NCUA | Equal Housing Opportunity | SouthPoint Home Morigage is a division of SouthPoint Financial Credit Union

Maximum Down payment Easy online
Closing costs as low as 3% application
of $1,000

Are you new to the home buying experience? Our First Time
Home Buyer loan is a program designed specifically with you in
mind. With low down payment options and closing costs

this loan will get you help get you into
your first home. Scan the QR code to learn more.

e premium, if applicable
lable for qualified borrowers, “APR - Annual Percen

4.000% APR®

| payment obligation
e Rate. Federally

season marks a perfect time to
reestablish one’s green thumb
and get down and dirty in the
garden. Gardening is a reward-
ing and healthy activity, though
some, particularly seniors, may
need to approach springtime
sessions in the garden with a
heightened degree of caution.
Seniors can keep these health
and safety tips in mind as they
celebrate the return of spring
and what that means for their
gardens.

* Recognize that gardening
is exercise. The Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
identifies gardening as a good
form of exercise, and evidence
supports the notion that gar-
dening is a particularly benefi-
cial form of physical activity. A
2024 meta-analysis published
in the Journal of Neurology,
Neurosurgery & Psychiatry
indicated that individuals who
engaged in low levels of lei-
sure time physical activities
such as gardening are likely
to have a lower risk of stroke

> N RE -
E=HEGLE

GARAGE DOOR

¢ Garage Doors
¢ Openers

¢ Sales
* Service
¢ Repairs

than peers who are sedentary.
It's important to keep these
findings in mind when garden-
ing, which is perhaps more
physically demanding than
some may recognize. Seniors
can approach gardening just
like they would other forms of
exercise, taking the same pre-
cautions, such as stretching
before and after each session
and making a concerted effort
to remain hydrated, while out
in the garden.

* Incorporate rest into your
garden routine. Rest is vital
for anyone engaged in physi-
cal activity, including garden-
ers. Frequent breaks during
gardening sessions can help
avoid strains and sprains
and provide opportunities to
hydrate and get out of the sun.
If possible, seniors can identify
a shaded spot on their proper-
ties and place a bench there so
they have somewhere to rest
during gardening sessions.

* Utilize ergonomic garden-
ing tools and other special-

600 6th St. NW,
Maple Lake, MN 55358

320-963-3934

oMt

MEMpRTGAGE

Seniors can keep these health and safety tips in mind
as they celebrate the return of spring and what that

means for their gardens.

ized products. The Center
for Excellence in Disabilities
at West Virginia University
notes that ergonomics stud-
ies movements of a person’s
body during physical activi-
ties in an effort to produce
tools that ensure a task has
as little physical impact on the
body as possible. Ergonomic
tools are designed to lower
injury risk, improve efficien-
cy and increase satisfaction
that stems from performing a
particular activity. Before each

gardening season, seniors can
inspect their existing tools and
replace them with ergonom-
ic alternatives, if necessary.
In addition, seniors can utilize
specialized products, including
long-handled gardening tools
that reduce the need to bend
over or kneel down, to further
reduce their risk of injury while
working in the garden.

These simple strategies can
ensure seniors’ springtime gar-
dening sessions are as safe as
they are rewarding.

2025 AAS Ornamental Winner

Article & photo by
All-America Selections

Dianthus Interspecific
Capitan ™ Magnifica

A magnificent captain for
your garden! It’s smooth sail-
ing with these blooms, wheth-
er in your garden or on your
patio in containers.

AAS Judges were very
impressed with this new dian-
thus as it continued blooming
and growing even through
summer’s heat.

One quick shearing after
blooming and it bounced back
with a profusion of beautiful
pink blooms that sport a con-
sistent, light pink edging.

New interspecific breed-
ing gives this beauty more

heat tolerance than traditional
dianthus varieties which also
have stems long enough to be
used as cut flowers.

Bonus, the more flow-
er stems you cut for indoor
enjoyment, the more blooms
this Capitan puts forth.

Upgrade your garden with
the award-winning Capitan™
Magnifica dianthus!

Available from your favorite
garden retailer in plant form
only.

How to Grow

Plant in well-drained soil.
Maintain regular watering and
fertilizing to maximize flowers
and growth.

Remove dead flowers to
promote more blooms.




Create a cozy outdoor space
with a backyard firepit

A firepit can serve as a warm
and inviting backyard retreat,
perfect for roasting marshmal-
lows for s’mores or stargazing
while wrapped in cozy blan-
kets. Before you can share
time around the firepit with
loved ones, however, consider
these tips to elevate your out-
door space.

Choosing the Right Design

When it comes to build-
ing a DIY firepit, the design
you choose can significant-
ly impact the aesthetics and
functionality. From classic
stone pits to modern metal
designs, the options are nearly
endless. Think about the size
and shape as well. Circular
designs are traditional and
encourage conversation while
square or rectangular pits offer
a more contemporary look.

Gathering Materials and
Tools

Essential materials include
bricks, stones or metal parts
for the structure, as well as
gravel or sand for the base.
Fireproof materials are a must

to ensure safety and longevity.
You'll also need tools such as
a shovel for digging the base, a
level to ensure even construc-
tion and adhesive or mortar
for binding materials togeth-
er. Depending on your design,
you may require a metal fire
ring, grill grate or mesh cover.

Keeping Safety in Mind
Safety should be your top

priority when building and

using a backyard firepit.

. Flowerig Crab g

' Hydr ngea %

1 Mile S. of s
St. Michael on ;_913«!%5
Co. Rd. 19  #1 Garden Center

Greenhouse
& Nursery

Always place your firepit at
least 10 feet away from any
structures, trees or flamma-
ble materials. Make sure the
area is clear of dry leaves and
other debris that could catch
fire. Consider installing a spark
screen to prevent embers from
escaping and always keep a
bucket of water or fire extin-
guisher nearby.

Enhancing Ambiance with
Seating and Lighting
Creating a cozy atmosphere
around your firepit involves
more than just the fire itself.
Backyard firepit

Continued on Page 9

READERS’

763-497-3747

Hours: Monday-Friday 8-7;
Saturday 8-5; Sunday 10-4
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=" EdinaRealty.

\ Buffalo Office
763-682-3434

CONSECUTIVE

12 East Division Street
Buffalo, MN 55313
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FARM-RITE

EQUIPMENT INC 7

A

R

Dassel, MN 888-679-4857 Willmar, MN 877-484-3211
St. Cloud, MN 844-262-2281 Long Prairie, MN 866-514-0982

WWW.FARMRITEEQUIP.COM

2025 AAS
Ornamental
Winner

Article & photo by
All-America Selections

Petunia Dekko ™
Maxx ™ Pink -
Available Soon

It's a razzle dazzle petu-
nia with the new Dekko™
Maxx™ Pink!

This petunia dazzled the
judges throughout the sum-
mer trials with its fast, com-
pact spreading habit featur-
ing LOADS of beautiful pink
blooms.

Delicate yet vibrant pink
non-fading flowers literally
covered the plant that held
up extremely well to heavy
rains and inclement weather
throughout the season.

Dekko’s  versatile habit
works well in garden beds,
borders, and landscape in-
stallations. It is a top perform-
er by keeping a nice habit all
season with a tremendous
number of flowers that are re-
silient and maintenance-free.

Available from your favorite

garden retailer in plant form
only.

How to Grow
Light Requirement: Part
Sun (4-6 hours) to Full Sun
(6+ hours) of direct light.
Maintenance requirements:
Trim back as needed to re-
fresh flowering if needed.

Soil and Fertility Require-
ment: Average soil required.
Plants perform best when an
application of controlled re-
lease fertilizer is included at
the time of planting. Addition-
al water-soluble fertilizer ap-
plications once every month
are beneficial, especially for
container-grown plantings.

3‘0

LOCATIONS NEAR YOU

UNTIEDT'S - BUFFALO  UNTIEDT'S - MONTROSE
15 1st Ave. South 221 Nelson Blvd
Buffalo, MN 55313 Montrose, MN 55363
(763) 760-2338 (763) 233-2176

Mon - Fri: 9am-8pm
Sat: 9am-7pm | Sun: 9am-6pm

@ R,

&
c

Untiedt’s

Choose from a wide variety of annuals,
perennials, vegetable plants, hanging
haskets, patio pots, and more!

Need assistance?
Our friendly, knowledgeable staff can help!

£ S WWW.UNTIEDTS.COM

BASKET OR
PATIO POT

Must present coupon
at time of purchase.
Limit 3 items. Not
valid with other
offers. Offer expires
May 11, 2025.

b S

ANY HANGING —




The Rayne is a beautifully
crafted single-level home that
seamlessly blends functionality,
elegance, and timeless crafts-
man charm. Perfect for families
seeking a spacious and practi-
cal layout, this home features
thoughtful design elements that
enhance daily living while offer-
ing ample room for relaxation
and entertaining. Every detail of
the Rayne reflects a careful bal-
ance of modern convenience
and classic architectural style.

At the heart of the home lies
the vaulted great room, an
expansive space filled with nat-
ural light from large windows.
A cozy fireplace anchors the
room, making it an ideal gather-
ing spot for family and friends.
Adjacent to the great room, the
vaulted dining area seamlessly
flows into the kitchen, creating
an open layout perfect for fam-
ily meals and celebrations. The
kitchen is both functional and
stylish, featuring ample counter
space, a ceiling-height bar for

casual dining, and a beverage
bar that adds a touch of luxury.

The private areas of the
Rayne offer comfort and tran-
quility. The owner’s suite, locat-
ed on one side of the home,
serves as a serene retreat with
vaulted ceilings, a large walk-in
closet, and a spa-like en suite
bathroom complete with dual
sinks, a soaking tub, and a
walk-in shower. On the oppo-
site side of the home, two addi-
tional bedrooms provide priva-
cy and convenience for family
members or guests, each with
walk-in closets and access to a
shared bathroom.

Outdoor living is a key fea-
ture of the Rayne. A vaulted
covered patio extends the liv-
ing space and offers an ideal
spot for outdoor dining or quiet
relaxation. An adjacent outdoor
kitchen porch enhances the
home’s entertainment potential,
seamlessly connecting indoor
and outdoor spaces.

Additional features include an

A Craftsman-inspired family retreat |

office near the owner’s suite,
a mud hall connecting to the
oversized three-car garage,
and a utility room for added
practicality. An attic space pro-
vides extra storage or custom-
ization options. The Rayne’s
craftsman-inspired design and
thoughtful layout make it a
home that effortlessly blends
modern living with timeless
charm.

The Rayne 31-372 created
by Associated Designs, Inc.’s
talented team of residential
home designers. To learn more
about this design visit www.
AssociatedDesigns.com.

Rayne
PLAN 31-372
Living Area 3045 sq. ft.
Attic 653 sq. ft.
Garage 1083 sq. ft.
Dimensions 135’8”x57’

www.AssociatedDesigns.com
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Backyard firepit

Continued from Page 7
Comfortable seating is essen-
tial for making your outdoor
space inviting. Choose weath-
er-resistant chairs, benches or
DIY log stools arranged in a
circle to foster conversation.
Ambient lighting from string
lights, lanterns or solar-pow-
ered path lights can elevate the

mood and extend the usability
of your firepit into the evening.
Consider adding citronella
candles or torches to keep
insects at bay while enhancing
the ambiance.

Visit eLivingtoday.com to
find more ideas to enhance
your living spaces.

Source: Family Features

Stop in to get all of your
lawn care needs

» Nebo Flying Insect Trap ..$11.99

- : L4
* Gertens Garden Soil - 1 cu. ft. bag . $3.99 this Season... S5
® Hunters Food Plot (Al Verieties) _poMAIN  {piGIFSRAGE Seeds, Mulch,

Frigid Forage & Domain e o Lawn Decor,

= 1 ® 2 4-D Amine Herbacide - 1 Gal. .. $32.99  J&eem £ Herbicides, Insecticides,

===+ Hydrothol 191 Lake Weed Control - 20 bbs. ..$99.99 ~ Grass Seed,

=& 40 Ibs. . $184.99 Lawn & Garden Fertilizer

& s0 much more!

S'& LAKE REGION CO-0P

ub, 3825 State Hwy. 55 NW, Maple Lake »

HUSTLER
Hustler
Raptor

XLs & XDs

HUSTLER (H] ©
GODFREY
O
2 J & J MARINE 5852 ooy
0 0 > D INC.
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Projects to consider before
moving into a home

The day homeowners move
into a new home is a unique
experience. First-time home
buyers may see such a day
as the culmination of years of
hard work, while those who
are not new to the experience
may find their new home is
where they’ll spend the rest of
their lives.

Move-in day is indeed a
notable milestone, but there’s
much homeowners can do

between closing on a home
and backing the moving truck
into the driveway. In fact, it
may be best for homeown-
ers to complete several home
interior projects while the res-
idence is still empty.

Painting

Painting home interiors is
among the more logical proj-
ects to consider before mov-
ing into a home. Simply put,

? B

@ Vﬂ |

Gef aLod of This! e

* Decorative Rock - Large Selection » Drainage Supplies « Wood Mulches & Chips
* Pulverized and Screened Top Soil & Garden Mix « All Types of Driveway Aggregates
* Fieldstone Boulders & Steps « Synthetic Turf + Landscape Supplies
* Rubber Mulches & Landscape Products * Natural Wall Stone, Edgers & Flagstone
* Play Sand * Volleyball Sand + Mason Sand * Salt/Sand Mix & Treated De-Icing Salt
* Trucking, Skid Loader & Compact Excavator Services

Pick up or Prompt Delivery = “Serving You Since 1973"
13530 Willandale Rd., Rogers | www.HassanSand.com | 763-428-2393

via  Business Hours: Mon-Fri Tam-4pm + Saturdays 7am-Noon [ =

an empty home is far easier
to paint than one filled with
furniture and other items.
Professional painters may
even discount a project if
they know they won’t have to
cover and/or move any furni-
ture before and after applying
paint. Painting before anyone
has moved in also saves res-
idents the discomfort of living
in a home overcome by the
lingering aroma of drying paint.
Simply open the windows and
let the home air out throughout
each painting session.

Flooring

Flooring projects are another
undertaking to consider before
moving in. Whether you’re tear-
ing up old carpet and replacing
it with new carpet, refinish-
ing wood floors, or installing a
wholly new floor, each task is
considerably easier if there is
nothing on the floor. Flooring
projects are best left to the
professionals, and labor costs
may drop considerably if con-
tractors don’t have to pause
to move furnishings or work
around other items.

Deep cleaning

A professional cleaning ser-
vice should be among the first
calls homeowners make after

Save money. Save time.
Save my number.

<o StateFarm

Troy Crank Agency

For Life, Home, Car Insurance and More!
Get a free quote from State Farm Agent
Troy Crank in Buffalo, MN

closing on a new home. A
deep cleaning when the home
is empty and all lingering dust
and debris is visible to the
naked eye can ensure no spots
are missed before move-in
day. Request that the clean-
ing service clean the interior
of kitchen drawers and cabi-
nets, which have a tendency
to accumulate grime over the
years.

Electrical work

Modern homes are plugged
in, so addressing electrical
issues prior to move-in day can
ensure there are no interrup-
tions to internet connectivity
when everyone begins to settle
into the home. This is also a
great time to install additional
electrical outlets, and home-
owners are urged to take the
time to draw up plans for how
each room will look once all of
their furniture is in the house.
Doing so can identify where
additional outlets should be
installed. Homeowners also
can visit their new home at
night and turn on the lights
to see if existing fixtures pro-
vide ample illumination. If not,
installing new fixtures prior to
moving in makes cleanup eas-
ier and ensures there are no
dark nights once everyone is
in the home.

It may be best for homeowners to complete several
home interior projects while the residence is still empty.

Ceilings

Replacing ceilings prior to
moving in is another savvy
move. If the ceilings are dated
or unsightly, removing, repaint-
ing or replacing them before
anything is beneath them is a
great way to protect valuables
from damage. And contractors
may not need as much time

to complete such a project in
empty rooms as they would
in spaces where they need
to negotiate their way around
furniture and other valuables.

Various renovation projects
can be conducted prior to
moving into a new home. Such
an approach can save both
money and effort.

2025 AAS Edible - Vegetable Winner

Article & photo by
All-America Selections
Pepper Pick-N-Pop
Yellow F1 -
Available Soon

If Peter Piper picked a peck

Cub Cadel’

ULTIMATE SALES EVENT

SAVE ON SELECT TRACTORS - FOR A LIMITED TIME.
ENDS 5M5/25.

150"

Current offer available 4/17/25 - 5/15/25 at participating U.S. Cub Cadet® Dealers and

online at cubcadet.com for shipments in the 48 contiguous states. Resirictions apply.
See Special Cub Cadet® Offers and Discounts for details. ©@Cub Cadet 2025 | 4412514

www.troycrank.com
763-684-9559

A-1
OUTDOOR

POWER
Your Power Equipment Specialists

Co. Rd. 10 & 116
7630 Commerce St., Corcoran, MN

www.aloutdoorpower.com

763-420-2748

of poppin’ peppers, you'll be
pleased to plant some pep-
pers too!

Why? Because once you
harvest the Pick-N-Pop yel-
low peppers you are going
to want to pop them in your
mouth! These are cute,
snack-sized mini peppers
that are extra sweet with just
the right amount of juiciness
and crunch. They produce
continuously on a moderate
sized plant with outstand-
ing bacterial leaf spot resis-
tance and produce a prolif-
ic number of bright, canary
yellow-colored,  uniformly
shaped peppers.

How to Grow

Sow seeds 24-inches apart
where they will receive full
sun. May plant in containers.

Harvest time from sowing
seeds is 90 days, and 65 if
transplanting.

No staking required.




Rustic charm meets functionality in
this two-story Garagedominium

This
minium plan 20-558 is a ver-
satile barndominium-inspired

two-story garagedo-

structure that blends rustic
charm with modern practicality.
Designed to provide both cozy
living quarters and a function-
al barn space, this accessory
structure is ideal for a range of
purposes, from family living to

storage or workspace.

The second floor features an
inviting living area with vault-
ed ceilings that create an airy,
open feel. At the center is the
spacious living room, filled with
natural light streaming through
large windows. This central hub
is perfect for relaxing evenings
or lively gatherings. Just off the

living room, the open-concept
kitchen is a standout, offering
modern appliances, a pan-
try, and a large central island.
Farmhouse details and func-
tional design come together to
make this kitchen ideal for both
daily living and entertaining.
The upper floor houses three
well-designed bedrooms, each

featuring vaulted ceilings for
added spaciousness. The own-
ers’ suite offers a private retreat
with a comfortable layout and
an en-suite bathroom, creating
a serene haven for rest. Two
additional bedrooms share a
full bathroom, providing flexibil-
ity for family members, guests,
or even an office or hobby
space. The thoughtful arrange-
ment ensures practicality and
charm throughout.

The main level is defined by
its expansive barn area. With
high ceilings and an open lay-
out, this space is perfect for
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storage, a workshop, or hous-
ing equipment. Smaller rooms
on this level add versatility,
including an office, a tack or
storage room, and two stalls,
catering to various needs. A
mudroom connects the barn
area to the living quarters, offer-
ing space for laundry, extra
storage, or a small kitchenette,
keeping everything organized
and functional.

With its timeless farmhouse
aesthetic and multipurpose
design, this garagedominium
is an exceptional solution for

storage

modern country living, seam-
lessly combining comfortable
living spaces with practical util-
ity.

Plan 20-558 is created by
Associated Designs, Inc.’s
talented team of residential
home designers. To learn more
about this design visit www.
AssociatedDesigns.com.

Barn

PLAN 20-558

First Floor 344 sq. ft.
Second Floor 1460 sq. ft.
Living Area 1804 sq. ft.
Balcony 108 sq. ft.
Barn 2248 sq. ft.
Dimensions 54’x53’

www.AssociatedDesigns.com

g
14'10" x 24'4"

Vaulted --B Vaulted
Bedroom Owners’ Suite |
11'x 132 136" x 12'8"
ove
-'> Vaulted
Bedroom
> 136" x 11"
V"-?;Jillt_?d 134" x 10°

1
FLOORS

FLO@

Neil’s is a one stop shop
for your tile and flooring

Neil's Floor Covering has several options, that
include carpet, tile, luxury vinyl, hardwood
and laminate. Area rug options, remnants and
gift certificates are also available!

Show room hours are from 8:30-5:30 p.m.
Mon. through Thurs., 8:30-5 p.m. Fridays, and
by appointment only on Saturdays. Call or
send an email to neilsfloorcovering@gmail.
com for more information.

NEIL'S
R COVERING

CARPET » TILE » VINYL » HARDWOOD
COMMERCIAL » RESIDENTIAL

270 State Hwy. 55 NE, Buffalo * 763.684.0600 * neilsfloorcovering.com

MO

BUY

UP TO - AND OVER

90% OFF

Loveseats, Chairs, Sofas, & More!

Many other sales going on throughout the store!

AVNI\IRNINA N .

Lift Chairs
Starting at..

$599

=
[
|
| ]
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Family Owned Since 1957

VERGIN SALES

Hwy. 55 & Main St. e Rockford ¢ 763-477-6651 « www.verginfurnitureandappliancesales.com
HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 9 AM-6 PM « SATURDAY 9 AM-4 PM
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Aeration breathes new
life into lawns

Regular maintenance is

necessary when caring for a
lawn, and various strategies
translate into thicker, greener
and healthier grass. Much like
car owners routinely get an oil
change or tire rotation on their
vehicles, homeowners should

recognize that certain lawn
care strategies are periodically
necessary to keep a proper-
ty looking its best. Aeration
is one task that can comple-
ment other lawn care strate-
gies throughout the growing
season.

F Ask About
* concrete prices!

J. AUSTIN CONSTRUCTION, LLC

Quality Construction -
Built to Handle Our Midwest Weather!

24x24x10... $7,500
30x40x10..511,000

Custom Built to Any Size
Fast & Economical!

Subiject to local building codes, snowload requirements, delivery &
crew travel in some areas. Prices subject to change without notice.

36x48x10 . $14,000
40x64x12 . $19,000

)

Fully Insured

@ #BC-20574944
320.492.6364

j.austinconstruction@yahoo.com

\

Dan & Jerry’g?

Garden Center

® Tropicals
® Fountains
® Benches
e Tools

WE'RE OPEN:

CHECK US OUT:

® House Plants ® Hanging Baskets
® Greenhouse Plants,
® Pansies
® Succulents '
® Trees & Shrubs

...And So Much More!

What is lawn aeration?

The Home Depot says that
aeration involves making holes
in the lawn to loosen the soil
underneath. Over time, the
lawn and soil can become
compacted, creating a layer of
thatch that forms between the
soil and the grass in the lawn.
Thatch can prevent air, water
and fertilizer from reaching the
roots of the grass, eventual-
ly stifling growth. The holes
made during aeration allow
oxygen, water and nutrients to
reach the lawn’s roots.

When to aerate

Aeration can be good for a
lawn, but it can cause stress to
the grass if timed improperly,
advise the lawn care experts
at Pennington. Cool-season
grasses common in northern
lawns should be aerated in
the early fall or early spring.
Warm-season grasses should
be aerated in the late spring
or very early summer. Aeration
should be done right before
the grass reaches peak time
for natural growth.

How to aerate a lawn

Homeowners can use dif-
ferent aeration equipment,
including manual and automat-
ed machinery. Some home-
owners wear spiked aerator
“sandals” strapped to shoes
to walk across the lawn. These
may be useful on a small scale,
but not on larger properties.

Slicing aerators have rotat-
ing blades that slice through
grass and thatch into the soil.

-'\...

2498 85th Street NE

Monticello, MN 55362

{1 Mile West on 106 from Hwy. 25 5.)

#763-295-5868

Dan & Jerry’s Garden Center is your one-stop shop for all
things gardening! We have everything you need to grow this
season - all in one place. Visit us today and let’s get growing!

Monday - Saturday 9 AM -7 PM
and Sunday 10 AM - 5 PM
(Hours subject to change due to weather/season.)

Facebook.com/DanJerrysGardenCenter
DJGreen.com/Garden-Center

the growing season.

Core or plug aerators often are
preferential for lawn profes-
sionals. Hollow tines remove
plugs of soil from the lawn and
deposit them on top where
they break down.

What’s next?
According to The Spruce,

& : e T o 5
Aeration is one task that can complement other lawn care strategies throughout

it is necessary to water the
grass every two to three days
after a lawn has been aerated.
This also is the time to perform
overseeding. Apply a quality,
slow-release fertilizer to revi-
talize the lawn. Wait at least
a month before mowing, and
avoid heavy traffic on the lawn

2025 AAS Ornamental Winner

Article & photo by
All-America Selections

Dahlia Black Forest
Ruby - Available Soon

Like a walk through a fairy
tale forest, this newest AAS
Winner emerged from the
AAS trials in a burst of bril-
liant color!

Black Forest Ruby is a
“gem” of a plant featuring
striking deep black foliage
and abundant ruby-red flow-
ers.

Blooms range from semi-
double to double, enhancing
its diversity and charm.

This is a seed-raised variety
with pinnate leaves that has
impressive overall durability.
Plants are sturdy, do not flop
open and are disease free all
season long. Bring this pic-
turesque beauty to your gar-
den for a dramatic statement
that is sure to please.

This variety is also the
recipient of the Fleuroselect
award for performance in
European trials.

How to Grow
Dahlia Black Forest Ruby

boasts captivating jet-black
foliage, sturdy knee-high
stature, and prolific flowering.
Its vibrant red blooms

stand out beautifully against

after aerating to prevent grass
damage.

Aeration is an important step
to maintain lawn health. While
aerating can be labor-inten-
sive, the end result of a lush
lawn can be worth the extra
effort.

the dark backdrop, making it
perfect for gardens and con-
tainers alike.

With a range of semi-dou-
ble to double blooms, it
adds diversity and irresistible
charm to any landscape.




Make a positive impact
by planting a tree

There are countless ways
you can make your environ-
mental contributions felt. If
you'd like to join millions of
others in the fight for Mother
Earth, consider one of the
most popular gifts given back
to the world each year: plant-
ing a tree.

Consider these tips to prop-
erly plant a tree in your own
yard.

Choose the Right Tree and
Location

Depending on where you
live and your desired outcome,
choosing the right tree and
planting location are critical
factors. Larger shade trees
help cool homes in warmer
climates, evergreens provide
privacy and fruit trees offer
a grocery store right in your
backyard. Consider your avail-
able space along with condi-
tions that will impact the tree
itself, such as soil conditions,
sun exposure, drainage and
more.

Dig Safely

Before digging, remember
that proper tree placement
requires factoring in under-
ground utility lines, overhead
power lines and proximity
to sidewalks, driveways and

2025 AAS Edible - Vegetable Winner

Article & photo by
All-America Selections

Cauliflower Murasaki
Fioretto 70 F1

Murasaki  (“purple” in
Japanese), a new addition
to the Fioretto long-stemmed
cauliflower series (from the
ltalian word for “flower”), is
a culinary and visual delight.
Its vibrant purple florets and
long, tender stems offer a
sweet, mild flavor and are
easy to harvest. This heat-tol-
erant variety maintains its
striking color through various
cooking methods, transform-

homes. Dial 811, the national
call-before-you-dig number,
to locate underground utilities
and consider contacting an
arborist or tree care profes-
sional to make sure you've
weighed all the important fac-
tors.

Break Ground

Dig a hole that’s roughly 2-3
times wider than the root ball
of your tree and equally as
deep as the root ball. Be sure
the trunk flare (where the trunk
expands at the base of the
tree) is partially visible when
planted. Remove any wrapping
or cover from the root ball and
trunk. Lift from the root ball,
not the trunk, to place in the
hole then straighten vertically
and firmly backfill soil around
the root ball to stabilize.

Add Mulch

Mulching helps maintain
moisture and improve soil con-
ditions while controlling weed
growth. Place a 2-3-inch layer
in a 3-foot radius around the
base of the tree without touch-
ing the trunk itself.

Keep Soil Moist

Make sure your tree has
enough water to grow strong
by keeping the soil moist.

ing to fuchsia in vinegar and
a rich golden brown when
sautéed or roasted. Enjoy
it raw as a colorful crudité.
Murasaki’s compact habit,
early maturity, and excel-
lent field holding make it a
rewarding choice for home
gardeners.

How to Grow

Suitable temperature
for germination: 60-80°F;
Suitable temperature for
growing: 70-80°F; Soil pH:
6.5-7.5

Germination: Transplanting
required: sow 1-2 seeds per
cell into a 72-cell tray.

Ensure cells are completely
filled to avoid air pockets.

Sow seeds 1/4” deep and
cover gently. Avoid press-
ing firmly as compaction can
cause difficulty transplanting.

Thin to one plant per cell
once established.

Over-watering can prevent

T

Photo courtesy of Unsplash

Typically, this means watering
just once per week, barring
rain, but may require more fre-
quency during especially hot
weather.

Find more tips for giving
back to Mother Earth at eLiv
ingtoday.com.

Source: Family Features

germination. Maintain soil
moisture through germina-
tion.

Transplanting: Check for
readiness 30-35 days after
germination by gently pulling
on the base of the stem to
see if roots are established
and soil is held together.

Transplant to 12-18" spac-
ing, 18-24" between rows.

Harvest: Harvest when
days to maturity are reached
and the stem is 6-8” in length.

Cut the base of the head
and remove smaller stems
from the main stalk.

[ OFFICE OPEN |
7 DAYS/WEEK

Buffalo Storage, LLC

24 Hr. Controlled
Lighted Facility
5x11 10x11 10x22 10x24
11x20 11x24 11x30

10x24 INDOOR BOAT STORAGE
Outdoor Storage Also Available

Corner of Co. Rd. 34 & 134;
behind Target

763-229-4036

930 Calder Ave. NE, Buffalo
(Just N. of Buffalo Airport)

April 27, 2025 The Drummer Home Inspirations Section 13

2025 AAS Ornamental

Winner

Article & photo by
All-America Selections

Celosia Flamma Pink

Introducing another win-
ning celosia from the Flamma
series!

This semi-dwarf pink vari-
ety boasts exceptional flower
power, thanks to strong basal
branching and abundant sec-
ondary heads.

The result is a vibrant,
long-lasting display of upright
blooms that create a striking
visual impact in the garden or
in bouquets.

Its vigorous field perfor-
mance ensures it thrives even
in hot and humid conditions,
offering excellent display
and shelf life that lasts well
beyond expectations.

Perfect for bedding or cut-
ting, this easy-to-grow celo-
sia delivers continuous color
and beauty.

Mark Olson, Agent
124 Lake Boulevard S
Buffalo, MN 55313
Bus: 763-682-2752
mark@markolsonsf.com

| BuffaloStorageSpace.com |

1708136

How to Grow

This annual requires full
sun with normal water needs.
There is no dead heading
required, nor is there a need
to stake.

Plant this heat and humidity
tolerant variety 14-18 inches
apart.

Enjoy blooms from
spring to frost.

late

Give your home
the protection
it deserves.

Your home is where you make
some of your best memories,
and that’s worth protecting.
I'm here to help.

LET'S TALK TODAY.

o StateFarm-

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL
State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

» .
(r)/ Mereneesota

612-564-4860

——T—
Serving _puﬁalo’éfl(!;he Surro

Custom Shower Doors,
Mirrors, Window Glass |

—y

Replacement & More

304 Brighton Ave. S.
Buffalo, MN
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Vaulted elegance meets rustic
warmth in Heartcrest

The Heartcrest is a charm-
ing and thoughtfully designed
home that welcomes family and
friends with open arms—quite
literally. Its unique hexagonal
core extends into two invit-
ing wings that wrap around a
recessed entry courtyard, cre-
ating an impression of warmth
and hospitality. At the center of
attention is the vaulted porch

Home Equity
Line of Credlt

entry, which sets the tone for
the home’s timeless appeal.
The exterior exudes rustic
charm, with stone veneer bases
anchoring the porch’s wooden
supports and nostalgic hand-
rails. Stone veneer wainscot-
ing lines the home’s perimeter,
complemented by cedar shake
accents and painted shutters
that frame the windows with

For a limited time, MidCountry Bank is
offering Home Equity Rates as low as:

5.49%

Fixed APR For
First 6 Months*

8.00%

Variable APR
Thereafter*

“Limited time offer and subject to credit approval and underwriting standards. Rates, terms and conditions effective as of 3/3/2025. Promotional
rate of 5.49% Annual Percentage Rate (APR) will be in effect for the first 6 months for qualified applicants. Thereafter, the APR is variable, subject to
change, and consists of the Prime Rate as published in the Wall Street Journal (currently 7.50%) plus a margin of 0. 50% for the life of the loan. After 6

‘month promo period your maximum APR is 18% and minimum APR \s 6.00%. Offer valid for new loans with a minimum of $50,000

approved. Current

MidCountry Bank Home Equity Line of Credit customers

PR also req an automatic payment from a MidCountry Bank

deposit account with a balance of $500 or more. Standard rates are applied to loans with payments made by other methods. This tional rate
assumes a credit score above 750 and LTV of up to 80.00%. If the borrower does not meet qualifying criteria, the APR may range up to Prime plus a
‘margin of 4.00% and will be determined by the occupancy status of the property, combined LTV and credit worthiness. Standard closing costs apply,
with borrowers responsible for certain fees to third parties such as appraisers, credit reporting firms and government agencies, which are generally

o |

BANK

elegance. Around the back, a
wide, vaulted covered deck
spans the entire rear, serving
as a breathtaking focal point
and an ideal spot for outdoor
gatherings or quiet relaxation.

Inside, the Heartcrest contin-
ues to impress with its vault-
ed ceilings, which expand the
sense of space in the entry
and great room. Natural light
streams in from the overhead
dormer, adding brightness to
the entryway, where coat clos-
ets on both sides provide prac-
tical storage. From this central
point, the layout offers multiple
paths: to the left, the owners’
suite and den/office; to the near
left, the living room; to the near
right, the kitchen; and to the far
right, the secondary bedrooms,
utility room, basement stairs,
and garage access.

The kitchen, with its flat ceil-
ing, blends seamlessly into the
great room, offering a func-
tional and inviting space for
everyday life. A raised eating

Heartcrest
PLAN 10-526

Main Floor 2565 sq. ft.

between $0 and $2,500. Promotional APR does not apply to HELOC conversion feature. Property insurance is required.
Owner occupied properties only. Offer only available to properties in MN and WI.

¥ MibCounTry

See a Banker for details.

Loft 261 sq. ft.
Living Area 2826 sq. ft.
Garage 744 sq. ft.
Dimensions 90’x85’

2000 SERIES

www.AssociatedDesigns.com

North Of

Memphls -
30 Food Truck on _S'te

MULCH -~ SOIL ° & MUCH MORE

9706 105th St. NW » Annandale, MN
320-261-5112 « www.LakesideGardenmn.com

bar defines the boundary, pro-
viding a casual spot for snacks
or conversation. Ample cabin-
etry, a central work island, and
a large pantry ensure there’s
no shortage of storage or prep
space.

The vaulted great room, with
its floor-to-ceiling windows and
atrium doors, brings the out-

doors in. The central fireplace
adds warmth, while the deck
invites easy access to fresh air
and scenic views.

The Heartcrest’s owners’
suite is a private retreat, com-
plete with a cozy sitting area,
a spacious walk-in closet, and
a skylit bathroom that feels like
a spa escape. This home truly

balances rustic charm with
modern comfort, offering an
ideal space for both relaxation
and connection.

The Heartcrest 10-526 cre-
ated by Associated Designs,
Inc.’s talented team of residen-
tial home designers. To learn
more about this design visit
www.AssociatedDesigns.com.
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Tips to make a living room a more
comfortable, welcoming space

A kitchen is widely recog-
nized as the most popular
room in a home. Though it
might be true that the hustle
and bustle of home life runs
through the kitchen, many a
memory is made in the living
room as well.

Living rooms tend to be
go-to spaces for family movie
nights, game watches with fel-

low fans and places to gather
during holiday celebrations.
That's a lot of quality time
spent in the living room, and
those moments can be more
enjoyable if the space is as
comfortable as possible. With
that in mind, people can con-
sider various ways to make liv-
ing rooms more comfortable.
* Prioritize comfort over aes-

People can consider various ways to make living rooms more comfortable.

thetics. In an era of Instagram,
it’s easy to fall head over heels
with images when designing a
living room. Aesthetic appeal
certainly has its place in a
living room, but it’'s import-
ant to remember how much
living will be done in these
rooms when designing them.
Comfortable couches and
furnishings like ottomans can

2025 Edible - Vegetable Winner

Article & photo by
All-America Selections

Kohlrabi Konstance F1

Praise for Konstance! She
holds steadfastly in the gar-
den to give a longer harvest

window for kohlrabi fans.
This new purple kohlrabi
has an improved smoother
skin and an attractive, vibrant
purple color that extends out
through the leaf margins. No
matter if you grow in spring

or fall, Konstance continues
to produce flavorful crunchy
bulbs that are crack-resistant
and long-lasting.

A bonus to the crisp, sweet,
peppery bulb is that the
leaves are also highly flavorful
when roasted or sauteed or,
eat them raw when the leaves
are young and tender.

How to Grow

Sow seed about 4-6 weeks
before average last frost,
and two weeks apart for an
extended harvest. Sow 1/2
inch deep in rows 18 inches
apart. Thin seedlings to 8
inches apart.

In warm winter areas, plant
again in late fall/early win-
ter. In containers, plant three
seeds or one transplant per
12-inch-wide container.

Keep soil moist. Feed with
a complete fertilizer after
planting seedlings.

make it easier to relax in the
living room whether you’re
watching a movie, cheering
on your favorite team or read-
ing a book.

* Ensure there’s ample
seating. It can be hard to
feel comfortable in cramped
quarters whether you’re wel-
coming friends and family into
your home or simply lounging
around on Sunday mornings.
If comfort is your top priority,
arrange the room so there’s
ample seating throughout and
people don’t feel like they’re
sitting on top of one another
when spending time in the
room.

* Consider neutral paint col-
ors. Furnishings are not the
only things that can affect
how comfortable people feel
in a living room. The home
improvement experts at The
Spruce note that neutral paint
colors with warm undertones
help to establish a cozy feel in
a living room. Various shades
of white, beige, tan, or even
gray can help to establish a
warm, comfortable vibe in a
living room.

* Incorporate the outdoors
into the room. The great out-
doors can have a calming
effect on anyone, so it makes
sense that incorporating the
outdoors into a living room
can make the space feel more
comfortable. Furnish the room
with plants and look for items
with earth-toned furnishings to
create a calm and comfortable
vibe in the space. In addition,

FOR FULL PRODUCT SPECS, VISIT CUBCADET.COM

TRUEMAN
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new windows that allow for
more natural light and offer
views into a yard can help lift
spirits and make the room feel
more comfortable.

is a space where people will
want to spend their time. A
few simple strategies can help
create an inviting and comfort-
able vibe in any living room.

ALL-AROUND
STRENGTH

sersssisss | YOUR INDEPENDENT DEALI
AR CRE | The advice, sarvice. selacton ard supp

WELTERS

PDWwWEREcPrDDET< WWwWw.trueman-welters.com
CALL FOR SPRING SERVICE SPECIAL!

A comfortable living room

WELCOME TO ' R ONE-S]

LL THINGS

Electronic Access Control

* Electrified Door Hardware
+ [Intercom & Surveillance Systems
Secanity Resource Tuc. * Medeco Patented Protected Locks
LOCKS + Power Door Operators
DR + Commercial Door Hardware

Service & Installation

763-682-1253 + Door & Frame Replacement &
russellsecurity.com Repair

205 5th St NE, Buffalo, MN 55313 .
info@russellsecurity.com * Automotive Key Services

A TRUSTED LOCKSMITH AND SECURITY PARTNER SINCE 1991

NEED PAVING?

We’re Ready To Roll!

CUSTOM ASPHALT
AND CONCRETE

Exclusive to the Area
What is Fiber-Mix?
Omann Brothers has acquired the best
asphalt product on the market that is
more durable for driveways!

CALL FOR MORE
DETAILS

Quality Workmanship to Residential & Commercial for over 46 years!

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!
Albertville, MN

N 763-497-8259

Brothers Paving, Inc www.omanninc.com

Cub Cadel
XT2™LX46

23 hp** twin Kohler® HD engine

46" heavy-duty fabricated AeroForce™ deck
Tuff Torqg™ hydrostatic transmission
Soft-touch steering wheel; cut-and-sew
adjustable high-back seat

$3,399"
ULTIMA™ ZT1™ 50

Premium 23 hp** twin

Kawasaki® FR691V engine

Continuous 2- x 2-inch tubular steel frame
Dual hydrostatic transmissions

50" heavy-duty AeroForce fabricated deck

$3,599"
ULTIMA™ ZT2™ 54

Premium 23 hp** twin

Kawasaki® FR691V engine

Continuous 2- x 2-inch tubular steel frame
Dual hydrostatic transmissions

54" heavy-duty AeroForce fabricated deck

$4,699"

AT SERVICE. LOCALLY OWNEI
b fit T yeu

1600 Hwy. 55 & Co. Rd. 134, Buffalo, MN
763-682-2200

1 Restrictions apply. See dealer or cubcadet.com/en_US/financing for details.
* Actual retail prices are set by dealer and may vary. Taxes are additional and vary by location. Freight and PDI charges may be additional and vary by dealer.

Models subject to limited availabilty. Images may not reflect dealer inventory and/or unit specifications.

** As rated by Kohler®, all power levels are stated In gross horsepower at 3600 RPM per SAE J1940 as rated by engine manufacturer.

As required by Kawasaki, horsepower tested in accordance with SAE J1995 and rated in accordance with SAE J2723 and certfied by SAE International. © 2024 Cub Cadet

EXCEPTIONAL FIMANCING | SHCes
OFFERS AVAILABLE' moet
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Premium Kentucky Blue Grass
Delivered, Installed or Picked Up
Grading

ARLSON SOD Over 35 Years in Business
'FREE ESTIMATES

5362 28thSt.NW
Maple Lake, MN 55358

et M EAN R VAP R el et
carlsonsod@hotmail.com ' | . S LR L sl -Dan&JenmferCarlson

Transform Your Landscape from Ordinary to Outstanding!

Enhance Your Curb Appeal with the Lasting Beauty and Strength of Curb Creations Concrete Edging
Over 13,000 customers served, and still growing!

< CREATIOD
! Preﬂsaon Concrete
i Landscape Edging

; —— CELEBRATING 39 YEARS —

763-477-4532

www.curbcreations.net

{ Kick Start Spring by Transforming Your
; Yard with Curb Creations
N8 SAVE UP TO $500! sign up by 5/31/25 to qualify






