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Three:'tips for first-time

home buyers

Real estate has garnered
considerable attention since
2020, and for good reason.
Though speculators and real
estate professionals may point
to a number of variables that
have affected the market for
homes in recent years, the
pandemic certainly was among
those factors. Real estate
prices and mortgage interest
rates increased significantly
during the pandemic and have
remained well above pre-pan-
demic levels ever since.

The spike in home prices
and interest rates has had a
significant impact on young
home buyers, some of whom
feel as though their dream of
home ownership may never
be realized. And data from
the National Association of
Realtors indicates the median
age of home buyers is now
significantly higher than it was
two decades ago. In 2023, the
median age of buyers was 49,
which marked an increase of
10 years compared to the aver-

age buyer age 20 years ago.

First-time home buyers may
face a more challenging real
estate market than they would
have encountered just a half
decade ago. The following
three tips can help such buyers
successfully navigate the mar-
ket as they look to purchase
their first home.

Expect to move quickly.
Inventory remains very low,
which means buyers are in
heated competition for the few
homes that are on the market.
In late 2023, NAR data indicat-
ed the rate of home sales were
the lowest they had been in 13
years, so buyers will likely need
to move quickly and make an
offer if they see a home they
like, as chances are the prop-
erty won’t be on the market too
long before it’s sold. In fact, the
NAR noted that homes spent
an average of just 23 days on
the market in October 2023.

2. Apply for mortgage
pre-approval. The competitive
nature of the market for buyers
means it’s in their best interests
to arrange financing prior to
beginning their home search.
A mortgage pre-approval can
be a competitive advantage,
as it indicates to sellers that
buyers won'’t be denied a mort-
gage or lack financing after

. taﬁy’éar‘denmg |

R POTATO & ONION SETS §
STRAWBERRY PLANTS

1 Mile S. of READERS’

St. Michael on _8”?;!'%
G;eﬂ:house Co. Rd. 19  #1 Garden Center
Ak, 763-497-3747

Hours: Monday-Friday 8-7;
Saturday 8-5; Sunday 10-4

making an offer. The finan-
cial experts at NerdWallet note
that buyers will be asked to
provide details about their
employment, income, debt,
and financial accounts when
applying for mortgage pre-ap-
proval. Gather this information
and clear up any issues, such
as credit disputes or delinquent
accounts, prior to applying for
pre-approval.

3. Set arealistic budget and
expect to offer over asking
price. A financial planner and/
or real estate professional can
help first-time buyers deter-
mine how much they should
be spending on a home. In the
current market, buyers should
know that they will likely need
to pay more than asking price
for a home. For example, the
NAR reports that 28 percent of
homes sold for above list price
in October 2023. With that in
mind, first-time buyers may do
well to look for homes that are
under budget in anticipation
of offering more than list price
after seeing a property.

The real estate market
remains competitive for buy-
ers. First-time buyers can uti-
lize three strategies to increase
their chances of realizing their
dream of home ownership.
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PIZZA OVENS

2024 AAS Ornamental Winner

Article & photo by
All-America Selections

Celosia Burning
Embers - Available Soon

Burning Embers is a new
celosia bred for its gorgeous
bronze foliage with dark pink
veins that contrast nicely
with the vibrant pink flower
plumes.

Plants are well-branched
and produce more flowers
over a longer bloom time.
Numerous AAS Judges com-
mented that this entry had
the largest and longest-last-
ing flowers of all the celosia
varieties they trialed.

Plus, Burning Embers

does very well in both heat
and humidity while remain-
ing completely covered with
blooms that withstood the
test of time.

How to Grow

Seeds should be sown
indoors  with  tempera-
tures between 77 to 86°F.
Transplant when plant size
is 3-4 inches, usually around
25 days after germination.
Flowers appear approximate-
ly 15-20 days after trans-
planting. Deadheading is not
recommened. Staking is not
required. This annual needs
full sun and normal watering.

A <4
TRAEGER

WOOD FIRED GRILLS

Big Green Egg

The Ultimate Cooking Experlence

6050 LABEAUX AVE. NE, ALBERTVILLE, MN 763-497-4211

BLACKSTONE
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Cleaning
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CARPET CLEANING  UPHOLSTERY CLEANING DEOBRO(I;'II'ZEECBI'QJNND, OR =) 7 -
3 AIEAS- :;;g:: ofgqgalvo?lessgsljgfor fBUIY 1| GET 1f CALLFORYOUR
5 AREAS - of equal or lesser value for F R E E

sareas-$299s  HALF OFF HALF OFF

Expires: 5/31/24 Promo Code: MAY24 Expires: 5/31/24 Promo Code: MAY24 Expires: 5/31/24 Promo Code: MAY24 ESTI MATE To DAY!

WE NOW OFFER FINANCING
HAVE YOUR AIR DUCTS CLEANED & RECEIVE... FOI\TE%%G;‘I;E%E?;’;?}G
A SPECIAL GET YOUR DRYER s H*Onlyavailal;leth}:gughaqd fortheSEI. Cloud and
VENT CLEANED FOR ermantown franchise service area and customers.
OFFEROFYOR "E - @ SOOFF " ucvconon
AIR DUCT CLEANING AREA RUG CLEANING
CHOOSING ($200 VALUE) PICK UP & DELIVERY SERVICE
20%0\‘? \FOR A CLEANER & HEALTHIER HOME™
ERC\AL
1-800-STEEMER.

STANLBY STEEMER
b stanleysteemer.com

f Ivlalinlo)
WE MOVE MOST FURNITURE FOR FREE! VETERAN OWNED AND OPERATED!

SAUK CENTRE 320-352-7883 * ELK RIVER 763-241-0811 « ST CLOUD 320-253-1723
ALEXANDRIA 320-763-7677 * BRAINERD 218-825-0112
WILLMAR 320-235-6501 ¢ LITTLE FALLS 320-632-4011

24 HOUR WATER RESTORATION AVAILABLE

Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers. Must present promo code at time of service. Residential only. Valid at participating locations only. Cannot be used for water emergency services. Combined living areas,
L-shaped rooms and rooms over 250 sq. ft. are considered 2 areas. Baths, halls, large walk-in closets and area rugs are priced separately. Offer does not include protector and deodorizer. Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details.
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Gardening is a rewarding
hobby that pays a host of sig-
nificant dividends. Many peo-
ple love gardening because
it allows them to spend time
outdoors, and that simple
pleasure is indeed a notable
benefit of working in a garden.
But the National Initiative for
Consumer Horticulture notes
that gardening provides a host
of additional benefits, includ-
ing helping people get suffi-
cient levels of exercise, reduce
stress and improve mood.

With so much to gain from
gardening, it's no wonder peo-
ple look forward to getting their
hands dirty in the garden each
spring. As the weather warms
up, consider these tips to help
bring a garden back to life.

* Discard the dead weight.
Winter can take its toll on a gar-
den, even in regions where the
weather between December
and early spring is not espe-
cially harsh. Discard dead
plants that have lingered into
spring and prune any peren-
nials that need it. Branches
that fell during winter storms
also should be removed at this
point if they have not previous-
ly been discarded.

SPRING IS HERE!

Did your furnace keep you warm?
IF NOT... LET US HELP YOU OUT!

Small Locally-Owned Business with a
Lower-Than-Average Price!

CALL TODAY! W

= m

| Furnace & AC Limited N[7T :
BLOWOUT instan Special! ofier Tzd?;! »

763-999-1872

“You owe it to yourself
to give us a call!”

* Test the soil. Soil test-
ing kits can be purchased at
local garden centers and home
improvement retailers. Such
tests are inexpensive and can
reveal if the soil needs to be
amended to help plants thrive
in the months to come.

* Mulch garden beds.
Mulching benefits a garden
by helping soil retain moisture
and preventing the growth of
weeds. Various garden experts
note that mulching in spring
can prevent weed seeds from
germinating over the course
of spring and summer. That

ROOFING

We are a GAF Master
Elite Roofing Contractor
that can offer the best
warranties in the industry
for your peace of mind
when you need to
replace your roof.

Perfect Exteriors
of Minnesota Inc.
SIDING

From vinyl siding to
LP® SmariSide® or
even Edco steel,

we offer a wide
variety of options

to make your house
as unique as you are.

WINDOWS

Contact us when it's time
to replace your windows.
Our friendly experts can
help you plan out your
window replacement
project quickly and
competitively priced.

- ASK US ABOUT OUR

LABOR WARRANTY
ROOFING SYSTEMS!

Tips to revitalize a garden this spring

means plants won’t have to
fight with weeds for water
when the temperature warms
up. It also means gardeners
won’t have to spend time pull-
ing weeds this summer.

* Inspect your irrigation
system. Homeowners with
in-ground irrigation systems
or above-ground systems that
utilize a drip or soaker func-
tion can inspect the systems
before plants begin to bloom.
Damaged sprinkler heads or
torn lines can deprive plants

Revitalize Garden
Continued on Page 5

40 YEAR
ON SELECT

STORM
DAMAGE

When a storm hits, our
friendly and knowledgeable
team will be there to help
you get your home back to
pre-storm condition!

www.perfectexteriorsmn.com « 763-271-8700

CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ES

& ; A U
ss2 [ visvisin |SMasierklite

AR

MNAT-83343-3

)

MATE OR STORM DAMAGE INSPECTION!

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 2002!
Lic# BC635230 & Insured

We are proud to announce we were awarded the prestigious 3-Star President’s Club Award by GAF. We are one of only three
roofing contractors in the state of Minnesota to receive this highly regarded award. As a 3-Star President’s Club Award Winner we can
offer the best warranties in the industry! Ask us about our 40 year labor warranty on impact rated Timberline Armorshield Il shingles!

GAF 3-STAR PRESIDENT'S CLUB

WINNER




Spring
cleaning
pointers

Spring is a season of renewal.
When the flowers are blooming
and the trees are budding and
the weather is pleasantly warm,
people often feel inspired to
make changes around their
homes. Work may begin with
culling belongings and organiz-
ing essentials.

There is debate regarding
where the practice of “spring
cleaning” originated. Some
researchers link it to certain
religious groups. It has long
been an ancient Jewish custom

Revitalize Garden

Continued from Page 4

of water they will need to
bloom and ultimately thrive
once the weather warms up.

*Tune up your tools.
Gardening tools have likely
been sitting around gathering
dust since fall. Serious gar-
deners know that tools can be
expensive, so it pays to protect
that investment by maintaining
the tools. Sharpened pruners
help make plants less vulner-

to thoroughly clean a house
in preparation for the spring-
time feast of Passover. The
house is scoured to remove any
yeast bread, or chametz, from

able to infestation and infec-
tion. Well-maintained tools like
shovels and hoes also make
more demanding gardening
jobs a little bit easier, so don’t
forget to tune up your tools
before the weather warms up.

It's almost gardening sea-
son, which means gardeners
can start on the necessary
prep work to ensure their gar-
dens grow in strong and beau-
tiful this spring.

the home. Similarly, members
of the Greek Orthodox church
celebrate “Clean Week,” which
is a week of cleaning before
Lent. In Iranian culture, families
spend days cleaning prior to
the Persian New Year, which
begins on the spring equinox.

Spring cleaning also has some
secular roots. For instance, in
the 1800s, Londoners routinely
cleared their homes of grime
and soot that accumulated over
the winter.

Spring cleaning is still a rit-
ual for many today. As people
embark on their plans to tidy
up, these tips can help them
along.

Spring Cleaning

Continued on Page 6

=1 Equal Housing Lender
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Unlock the
equity Iin your
home with
a new

Home
Equity Loan

Use the funds for:
Home Improvements
Large Purchases
Debt Consolidation
Travel
College

...and morel! Waverly Office
609 Pacific Ave.

Waverly MN 55380
Main 763-658-4417

Fax 763-658-4836

It’s easy to apply.
Contact us today.

bankwaverly.com

CcsB424

All loans subject to a

UNTIEDT'S - BUFFALO

15 1st Ave. South
Buffalo, MN 55313
(763) 760-2338

LOCATIONS NEAR YOU

UNTIEDT'S - MONTROSE

221 Nelson Blvd
Montrose, MN 55363
(763) 233-2176

Mon - Fri: 9am-8pm
Sat: 9am-7pm | Sun: 9am-6pm

Choose from a wide variety of annuals,
perennials, vegetable plants, hanging
haskets, patio pots, and more!

Need assistance?
Our friendly, knowledgeable staff can help!

BASKET OR
PATIO POT

Must present coupon
at time of purchase.
Limit 3 items. Not
valid with other
offers. Offer expires
May 12, 2024.

o5 EEN EEN N N NN N N S -

\————————————

WWW.UNTIEDTS.COM

CITIZENS

Montrose Office

145 Nelson Blvd

Montrose MN 55363

Main 763-675-BANK (2265)
Fax 763-675-8148

Mailing address: PO Box 68 - Waverly MN 55390

Member FDIC

oval. Citizens State Bank NMLS# 781878
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Spring Cleaning

Continued from Page 5

Tackle one big task a day

Who hasn’'t started one
project only to be distracted
into moving along to another
room? This often occurs when
people discover something out
of place in one space and
then move that item where it
belongs, only to find a new
cleaning task at hand in that
space. Inefficiency can make
you give up on spring cleaning
prematurely. Agree to address
one room/task a day. Keep a
basket or box handy to store

("/ . //.'r:wa(‘.s'f) lar
612-564-4860

Serving Buffalo and the Surro

errant items until you move on
to the next room.

Stock up on supplies

Prepare all of the clean-
ing supplies in advance. Put
together a tool kit of sorts
with the equipment you need,
including mops, brooms,
rags, cleansers, and the like.
Organization can keep you on
course.

Harness your strengths and
weaknesses
Some people clean because

Custom Shower Doors,

they are stressed or angry,
others do so to avoid other
tasks. Keep personality in mind
when establishing a cleaning
schedule. For example, clean
at night if you're a night owl, or
wait until you are feeling antsy
before embarking on a “calm
down cleaning.”

Tackle seasonal chores first

Some tasks need to get done
to prepare for the spring and
summer season. These may
include cleaning the grill and
sorting through outdoor furni-
ture and decor. Spring clean-
ing may involve readying the

A a—

—

Mirrors, Window Glass |
Replacement & More |

&

304 Brighton Ave. S.
Buffalo, MN

_. .
unding Metro Area
/T :

pool for another year of use,
or cleaning out rain gutters
to prepare for spring storms.
Tackle time-dependent tasks
first and then move on to oth-
ers that are less time-sensitive.

I0°T 5

BUY:

Many other sales going on th

Spread out the work

Some people like to devote
full weekends to spring clean-
ing, but that can be over-
whelming for others. Breaking
down cleaning tasks into 15-
to 30-minute intervals each

day can make the job more
tolerable.

Spring cleaning season has
arrived, and certain tips can
make the job more efficient
and manageable.

UP TO - AND OVER

0% OFF

Loveseats, Chairs, Sofas, & More!

ANI\IRLINN N .

Starting at..

$669

S: i, Lift Chairs

N DESIGH
LEY

roughout the store!

& /] IEEE\

VER

Family Owned Since 1957

GIN SALE

Hwy. 55 & Main St.  Rockford ¢ 763-477-6651 « www.verginfurnitureandappliancesales.com
HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 9 AM-6 PM « SATURDAY 9 AM-4 PM

®

Save money. Save time.

Save my number.

o StateFarm

Troy Crank Agency

For Life, Home, Car Insurance and More!
Get a free quote from State Farm Agent
Troy Crank in Buffalo, MN




2024 AAS Edible - Vegetable Winner

Article & photo by
All-America Selections

Pepper Red Impact F1

Lamuyo-type peppers are
notoriously difficult to grow,
but the new Red Impact vari-
ety is here to change that.

This AAS Winning pepper
is easy to grow and produces
thick, sweet walls, even when
green. It is also much sweet-
er than other varieties and
loaded with fruits for a high
yielding gem.

Red Impact plants are

upright and tidy, with a strong
disease package that pro-
tects your investment.

The fruit is dark red, highly
uniform in shape and size,
and if you are looking for a
delicious and easy-to-grow
pepper, Red Impact is the
perfect choice for you.

How to Grow

This plant benefits from
being staked. Plant 18 inches
apart in full sun. Pepper size
at time of harvesting could be
around 7 inches.
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k! ' Crabgrass Preventer/Fertilizer - 50 Ib. ...$25,99 *ers

# o Green Pro Professional Fertilizer 18-0-3 - 50 Ib. ..$20.99
? * Grillers Gold BBQ Pellets - 20 Ib. ...$10.99
) » Gertens Potting Soil - 34 0t. ..$11.99
/' » Chapin Sprayers - 1 Gal. ... $12.99
) SN -2 .. $14.99

. Hescue Outdoor Fly Traps . $6.89 ; el

Stnp in to get all of your lawn care
needs this season... seeds, {-\

mulch, lawn decor, herbicides,

insecticides, & so muchmore! |

$10.00 OFF oy

LAKE WEED ﬂﬂNTHﬂl %

40 Ibs.

LAKE REGION CO-OP Exprres 53124
| 4825 State Hwy. 55 NW, Maple Lake - 320.963.6074

4825 State Hwy. 55 NW, Maple Lake - 320.963.6074

Coupon

FOR FULL PRODUCT SPECS, VISIT CUBCADET.COM

TRUEMAN

ALL-AROUND
STRENGTH

a

sersssisss | YOUR INDEPENDENT DEALER - EXPERT SERVICE. LOCALLY OWNEI
b Cnelal’ The advice, service. sewcton and suppert you ted 10 find the right fit lor yeu

1600 Hwy. 55 & Co. Rd. 134, Buffalo, MN

XT2™ LX46
23 hp** twin Kohler® HD engine
46" heavy-duty fabricated AeroForce™ deck
Tuff Torq™ hydrostatic transmission
Soft-touch steering wheel; cut-and-sew
adjustable high-back seat

$3,399°
ULTIMA™ ZT1™ 50

Premium 23 hp** twin

Kawasaki® FR691V engine

Continuous 2- x 2-inch tubular steel frame
Dual hydrostatic transmissions

50" heavy-duty AeroForce fabricated deck

$3,599"
ULTIMA™ ZT2™ 54

Premium 23 hp** twin

Kawasaki® FR691V engine

Continuous 2- x 2-inch tubular steel frame
Dual hydrostatic transmissions

54" heavy-duty AeroForce fabricated deck

$4,699"

LUXURY VINYL PLANK
Selection in MN!!

\4

FLOORING

Our Service and Quality will FLOOR you!

Visit our showroom, available by appointment.
Call Brady at 612-812-8588, office at 320-582-2110

WELTERS 763-682-2200

PO e o  Www.trueman-welters.com or email brady@csflooring.org

CALL FOR SPRING SERVICE SPECIAL!

SRR ER o
NUW.COrNE
ind vary by location. Freight and PDI charges may be additional and vary by dealer. %

ory and/or u

EXCEPTIONAL FIMANCING | SHCes
OFFERS AVAILABLE' moet

3600 RPM rated by engine manufacturer.
ith SAE J1995 and rated in accordance with SAE J2723 and certified by SAE International. © 2024 Cub Cadet
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Renting vs. buying: Know the pros and cons

People typically have two
options when they need

a place to live: rent or buy.
There are pros and cons to

each option, and what is best
depends on the person and
the situation.

Choosing to rent or buy is

a decision with many mov-
ing parts, says NerdWallet.
Although buying a home is
often presented as a fulfillment

it |

BUTTERFLY

GARDENS
Maple Lake

OPENING
EARLY MAY!

Lake51de 2
g ? Garden Center %
”""JOINLUS'

s SATU RDAY
APRIL" 27

T ;& ST s L e

ANNUALS PERENNIALS SHRUBS
MULCH = SOIL = & MUCH MORE

9706 105th St. NW ¢ Annandale, MN
612-351-6363 » www.LakesideGardenmn.com

FARM-RITE
EQUIPMENT INC

Dassel, MN 888-679-4857 Willmar, MN 877-484-3211
St. Cloud, MN 844-262-2281 Long Prairie, MN 866-514-0982

WWW.FARMRITEEQUIP.COM

_——

of the “American Dream,”
home ownership is not the
right fit for everyone. A careful
consideration of owning ver-
sus renting can help people
decide which option is best
for them.

Home ownership

Purchasing a home is a
large undertaking that requires
a significant financial invest-
ment. People often buy a
home because they want sta-
bility and an asset that main-
tains value and even appreci-
ates in the long run. There’s
also more freedom over the
living situation when a per-
son buys, as he or she is not
beholden to the rules of the
landlord. This affords more
freedom to decorate and fewer
restrictions regarding noise.
Homeowners also may not
be privy to rules regarding
pets. People may be drawn
to buying because they know
precisely what they will pay
each month in living expenses,
provided taxes remain relative-
ly stable. Furthermore, setting
down roots can help a person
feel like part of a community.

Home ownership has some
disadvantages. It's a large
financial investment that
requires a potentially siz-
able down payment up front.
Owning comes with an inher-
ent, though not ironclad, lack
of flexibility, as a person can-
not simply move to a new geo-
graphic location on a whim.
There’s also responsibility
involved in home ownership.

Renting

Renting can be a more
affordable short-term option
Renting vs. Buying

Continued on Page 10

Homeowners are required to
pay for all maintenance and
handle any additional issues
that arise.

Give your home
the protection
it deserves.

Your home is where you make
some of your best memories,
and that's worth protecting.
I'm here to help.

LET'S TALK TODAY.

o StateFarm-’

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL
State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

Mark Olson, Agent
124 Lake Boulevard S
Buffalo, MN 55313
Bus: 763-682-2752
mark@markolsonsf.com

1708136

LAWN CARE LLC

Is your landscaping or outdoor living

area outdated?
Let’s create something fresh!

www.benslawnandlandscape.com

763-258-9340




Classic Craftsman Elegance
Graces Two Story Kinsale

The exterior of the Kinsale
blends a classic trio of shingles,
lap siding, and stone togeth-
er to create an eye-catching
Craftsman-inspired  exterior.
Tapered columns with stone
bases frame the cozy front cov-
ered porch where a porch swing
or patio set would be a charm-
ing addition for those who love
to catch up with neighbors as
they stroll by.

Stepping through the front
door, the entry offers soaring
2-story ceilings creating a grand
and welcoming first impression.
Directly off the entry, French
doors open to the den. This
space offers homeowners flexi-
bility depending on their lifestyle
or life-stage. The proximity to
the front door makes the den
an ideal place to set up a home
office. Larger families or those
who entertain frequently may
want to furnish this space as a
fourth bedroom or guest room.
At the end of the entry, the floor
plan offers three choices.

To the right, is the owners’
suite whose location on the
main floor is a trending and
desired floor plan feature. With
dual walk-in closets and a pri-
vate en-suite the owners’ suite
is a relaxing retreat from the
hustle and bustle of the day-
to-day.

Straight ahead, the floor plan
opens to the vaulted great room.
A rich display of windows along
the back wall floods the room
with natural light. And when the
days grow short and dark the
fireplace takes over, filling the
room with light and warmth. A
ceiling transition helps to pro-
vide some feeling of separation
between the dining room and
the living area. A sliding glass
door extends the dining room
to the covered patio for outdoor
living on warm summer days.
Between the dining room and
the kitchen is an island with
eating bar. The well-appointed
kitchen offers a corner walk-in

pantry along with ample count- |

er space. Great rooms have

been a highly sought-after floor

plan feature for years now. Their
informal nature allows people
and conversations to flow freely
and no one feels left out.

Back at the entry hall, turning
left will bring you to the stairs
that run up to the second floor.
On the upper level are two addi-
tional bedrooms which share
a compartmentalized bathroom
that offers dual vanities, a sep-
arate shower, and soaking tub.
Extended over
the garage is a
bonus room. For

the kitchen and garage. Across
from the laundry room is a half
bathroom and drop zone for
organizing the family electron-
ics, bags, shoes, and coats.
The Kinsale is created by
Associated Designs, Inc.’s
talented team of residential
home designers. To learn more
about the Kinsale visit www.
AssociatedDesigns.com.

families needing P
remote work or Bedroom -
learning space 192" Olean| |
the bonus room 134" |0k 0 en to
has a cozy cor- elow
ner for a guilt—in -/Y\-u A
desk. Steps away — Dn
is a beverage bar <.,
for those who [0 [ g™ '
might want to J:‘ = Vaulted
furnish the bonus ! Bedroom
room as a family . 8Clg ! 136" x 118"
or game room. E Bonus; 3 et
Other floor plan } R.ﬁ?r | g
features of note 1 ogg | ®
are the main floor g P
laundry  room -
located between —
Vaulted
Covered Patio
16' x 12
sope | sope
> . Va;.llrt‘ed
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Dinin . 16' x 18'10" O\ISU:I‘Iit:;S
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33'x 23' |= -'EM

(28'6" at 3rd bay)

© 2019 Associated Designs, Inc.
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Tips to care for outdoor cats

Pet preferences vary across
the world, but dogs and cats
are beloved companion ani-
mals in many corners of the
globe. According to the 2022

BASE PRICING:

Statista Global Consumer
Survey, dogs have a good lead
over their feline counterparts
in the United States, mainland
China, the United Kingdom,

#100.00 for firet 2 roome (up to 200 sq. ft.)
#25.00 Additional Room

4100 Minimum Charge (Spot Removal)
Hard Floor Cleaning - Starting at $1.25 =q/ ft.

.

5362 28th St.NW :
Maple Lake, MN 55358

320-963-6124

carlsonsod@hotmail.com

763-614-7279

SPRING GCLEANING?

- Carpet & Area Rug Cleaning
- Upholstery Cleaning

- Stain & Odor Removal

- Automotive Carpet Cleaning

* Stone, Tile & Grout Cleaning
(Floors, Walls, Counters, ete.)
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and Japan. However, in
Germany, cats and dogs are
kept by a nearly equal number
of pet owners.

Tips to Care
Continued on Page 10

www.rugsuckerslnc.com

9(?{?13 ;ﬁ. 2 =




10 The Drummer Home Inspirations Section April 28, 2024

Tips to Care

Continued from Page 9

Even though cats may not
be as popular as dogs, they
are widely found in homes.
They also may be spending
time outside of homes. While
there are plenty of feral cats,
or those that have grown
up outdoors with little to no
social interaction with humans,
even many domesticated cats
spend ample time outdoors.

Most veterinarians feel it is
safer to keep cats indoors,
where they are not exposed to
disease or trauma. However,
many cats are simply not
happy without fresh air. In
such instances, here’s how pet

parents can care for cats who
need some breathing room.

Leash-train the cat

The American Humane
Society suggests leash-train-
ing cats that want to be out-
doors. Much like having a dog
on a leash prevents the pet
from running off and getting
lost or injured, cats who may
be a little too independent for
their own good can be cur-
tailed with leashes.

Vaccinate and fix the animal

Cats that are exposed to the
outdoors are more susceptible
to diseases that can be harm-

NEED_ PAVING”

We re Ready To Roll!

CUSTOM ASPHALT
AND CONCRETE

Exclusive to the Area

What is Fiber-Mix?

Omann Brothers has acquired the best
asphalt product on the market that is

more durable for driveways!
CALL FOR MORE
DETAILS

Quality Workmanship to Residential & Commercial for over 46 years!

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!

Brothers Paving, Inc.
-

Albertville, MN

763-497-8259

www.omanninc.com

NEW BEAUTIFUL GREENHOUSE

RE—GRA ND OPENING.

ful or even fatal. Speak with a
vet about which vaccines the
cat will require if he or she is
going to be spending consid-
erable time outdoors.

Also, while it is recommend-
ed for all companion animals
to be spayed or neutered, it is
especially important for those
with access to the outdoors to
prevent unwanted mating that
can exacerbate overpopulation
issues. Plus, animals that are
fixed are less likely to roam
or fight.

Create a shelter

In addition to providing free
access to the home by way
of a cat door, outdoor access
cats may benefit from a home
in the yard. This can protect
the cat from weather or other

Renting vs. Buying

Continued from Page 8

than buying. Renting enables
a person to get a residence at
a lower monthly expense and
with no down payment. Those
who rent have more flexibility
if they want to change homes
frequently. There’s much less
responsibility required to rent,
as landlords will handle repairs
and other concerns. Expenses
may be less because there’s
no need to pay property taxes,
and some utilities may be cov-
ered by the property owner.

There is a sentiment that
renters are throwing away
money each month because

animals. A pet owner can build
a shelter or purchase pre-
made varieties that resemble
a chicken coop. It’s also best
to ensure cats have access
to fresh water while outside.
Regularly inspect the shelter
to keep it clean and in good
repair.

Consider a “catio”

Some cats will be satisfied
with something that lets fresh
air in without having to be
completely outdoors. A “catio”
is an outdoor ledge or enclo-
sure for cats that is covered
by grating or mesh, accord-
ing to Habitat Have. It can be
attached to a window or be
freestanding in an area of the
yard, providing a lounging spot
that is outdoors but protected.

they are not getting any equi-
ty with each monthly rental
payment. Rental costs also
may not be fixed, as a land-
lord can increase rent with
each lease renewal. Renters
also must abide by the rules
and regulations of the landlord
while renting. This may mean
restrictions on parties, noise
after a certain time, pets, and
more.

There’s no clear-cut answer
as to which is better, renting or
buying. People must identify
their own priorities and needs
during the decision-making
process.

Provide identification

Cat caregivers can micro-
chip cats and ensure they are
wearing the proper identifica-
tion. If the cat cannot find its
way home, there is a greater
chance the animal will be found

Other Sizes Availahle

if identification is present or a
chip has been installed.

Although cats are safest
indoors, with some precau-
tions, cats can enjoy the fresh
air and sunshine.

RV & CAMPER
MATTRESSES
60" XT5”

1220 S. Hwy. 25, Monticello » 763-314-0333
(Next to Pizza Ranch)

OPFPEN Wednesday-Friday 12-6
Saturday & Sunday 12-5 = Closed Monday & Tuesday

Neil’s is a one stop shop
for your tile and flooring

Neil’s Floor Covering has several
options, that include carpet,
tile, luxury vinyl, hardwood

and laminate. Area rug options,

remnants and gift certificates are
also available!

_ NEW PRODUCTS -

- Hanging Baskets ... And
e Greenhouse Plants N“'“;'h
« Onion Sets N\O\'e

Show room hours are from
8:30-5:30 p.m. Mon. through
Thurs., 8:30-5 p.m. Fridays,

and by appointment only on
Saturdays. Call or send an email to
neilsfloorcovering@gmail.com for
more information.

:——NEIL’ —:\
CARPET » TILE « VINYL « HARDWOOD
COMMERCIAL « RESIDENTIAL

e Benches
e Pansies
e Succulents

e House Plants
- Tropicals
 Fountains

Visit Our Website at: www.djgreen.com/garden-center

>
Dan & Jerry’se
Garden Center

2498 85th St. NE, Monticello, MIN
(1 Mi. West on 106 from Hwy. 25 S.)

763-295-5868

Find Us on Facebook
under Dan & Jerry’s
Monticello Garden Center

WE’'RE OPEN
_f!

FLOORS

Monday-Saturday 9-7
and Sunday 10-5
(Hours subject to change due to weather/season.)

270 State Hwy. 55 NE, Buffalo * 763.684.0600 * neilsfloorcovering.com




Small renovations that can
make a big impact

Home renovations provide a
host of benefits. Such projects
can increase resale value and
improve on the safety, aesthet-
ics and functionality of a home.

Some homeowners may
employ the mantra “go big or
go home” when they embark
on home improvements, think-
ing that only the largest ren-

ovations produce noticeable
change. But that’s not the
case. Various smaller reno-
vations can provide a lot of
bang for homeowners’ bucks
as well.

* Countertops (and hard-
ware): A complete kitch-
en overhaul may stretch
some homeowners’ budgets.

YARD BY YARD
Garden Design & Landscape

Garden Plans Start Here

www.yardbyyardgarden.com

A ——

However, changing an older
countertop for a new material
can provide the facelift a kitch-
en needs. And while changing
the cabinets may be home-
owners’ ultimate goal, swap-
ping hardware in dated finishes
for newer handles and pulls
can provide low-cost appeal.

* Paint: Painting a space is
an inexpensive improvement
that adds maximum impact.
Paint can transform dark and
drab rooms into bright and airy
oases. Paint also can be used
to create an accent wall or
cozy nooks. Homeowners also
can showcase their personal-
ities with their choice of paint
colors.

* Lighting: Homeowners
should not underestimate what
a change in lighting can do.
When rooms or exterior spaces
are illuminated, they take on
entirely new looks. It's worth
it to invest in new lighting,

ping, and insulation in a home
can offer visual appeal and help
homeowners save money. The
initial investment may be signif-
icant, but those costs will pay
off in energy savings. According
to One Main Financial, space
heating is the largest energy
expense the average American
homeowner has, accounting for
around 45 percent of all energy
costs.

* Mudroom: Turn an entry-
way into a more functional
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space with the addition of cab-
inets, benches or custom-de-
signed storage options that
perfectly fit the area. Cubbies
and cabinets can corral shoes,
umbrellas, hats, bags, and
much more.

* Accent updates: Any
space, whether it's inside or
outside a home, can get a
fresh look with new decorative
accents. Invest in new throw
pillows and even slipcovers for
living room sofas. Use new

tile or paint the brick on a
fireplace in a den, then update
the mantel with decorative dis-
plays. Purchase wall art that
can bring different colors into
a room. Change the cushions
on deck furniture and buy col-
or-coordinated planters.

These subtle changes will
not cost as much as full-scale
renovations, but they can still
help homeowners transform
their homes.

BIG'SAVINGS
ON REMAINING 2023 MOWERS!

H whether it’s a dramatic hanging ~
COHQU l?atlons ‘ light over the dining room table HustlE“
DSS]Q ns or task lighting in dim spaces.
. * Weatherproofing: Improving
]h];;s‘!;aélatlon S windows, doors, weatherstrip- H u stl e r
aintenance

Raptor
XLs & XDs

= f HUSTLER (F =]

v 3 & J MARIN nusTERE 2

HONDA
mARINE AMERCURY
Rri?' SALES & SERVICE

EYAMAHA ALUMA..;:

= suzuki
[ armine

Shelly Liljequist
612.719.9691

I“_

4 Miles West of Annandale « Hwy. 55 = South Haven

. £0A7/" jjmarineinc.com * 320-236-3625 (DOCK)

WEBER
COMPANIES

Weston Weber - Owner

* TREE REMOVAL

e LOT CLEARING

e CUSTOM TILE & STONE
e DEMOLITION

* BRUSH MULCHING
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How to prepare landscapes for new plants

New plants can add much to
a landscape. Whether they’re
replacing plants that are no
longer thriving or being added
to supplement an existing
landscape, new plants are

an affordable way to give a
home’s exterior a whole new
look.

Much consideration is given
to which plants to add to a

landscape. That's under-
standable, as homeowners
want to choose plants that
will thrive and won’t compro-
mise the health of surrounding
plants and trees. Before plant-
ing or even choosing plants,
it’s important to plan for new
additions to a landscape.
Preparing the landscape can
inform homeowners about
which plants to purchase and
can ensure they thrive after
planting.

® Document sunlight expo-
sure. Plants have different
needs, and one of the biggest
differences between species
is the amount of sunlight they
need to thrive. According to
Penn State Extension, plants
characterized as “full sun”
require six or more hours of
sunlight per day, while those
considered “partial sun” need
between four and six hours of
sunlight per day. Plants desig-

C&S BLACKTOPPING INLC.

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL PAVING CONTRACTOR

REQUEST A FREE

ESTIMATE

Serving the Metro & Surrounding Areas Since 1967

763-428-2225

www.c-sblacktopping.com

nated as “partial shade” need
two to four hours of sun per
day, while “shade” plants need
less than two hours of sunlight
a day. Documenting sunlight
exposure in advance gives
homeowners an idea of which
plants should be planted and
where they should be planted.
Jot down these observations
in a journal over several weeks
and then choose plants that
will thrive in each area.

® Test the soil. A soil pH
test is a simple and quick way
to determine the acidity of
soil. Soil pH levels will indi-
cate how likely a plant is to
thrive in a given spot. High
levels won’t necessarily mean
an area should be avoided,
as some plants thrive in acid-
ic soils. Additional soil tests
can determine other charac-
teristics, such as the nutrient
levels of soil and the amount
of organic matter it contains.
Each of these variables can
help homeowners make the
right choices as they introduce
new plants to their properties.

® Consider local wildlife. If
local wildlife makes its pres-

Prepare Landscapes
Continued on Page 14

Too Much Screen Time?

Bring the family and social to your backyard.

Improve your outdoor space.

® Landscape Installation

e Paver and Stone Patios

* Block and Stone Retaining Walls

e Tree Planting

e Lawn Renovation

LAND

e Shrub and Perennial Beds

e Grading

DESIGN AA

763-213-6412 « Designlandspace.com
trent@designlandspace.com

Casvual ranch house plan Anacortes

is centered around great room

Clean and simple lap siding
graces the front of the nearly
symmetrical Anacortes ranch-
style house plan. Those who
enjoy outdoor living will appre-
ciate the two large, vaulted
covered spaces on the front
and back side of the home.

Inside, double doors open to
the vaulted great room where
living room, dining room,
and kitchen are all part of a
seamless room. A fireplace
is tucked in the corner and
can be enjoyed throughout
the living area. Between the
kitchen and dining room, a
large island with prep sink and
eating bar provide some visual
separation of the kitchen in
addition to boosting the avail-
able counter space. Through
a cased opening is the step-

in pantry along with a half
bathroom, laundry room and
access to the attached, side
entry two car garage. Back in
the great room, sliding glass
doors between the kitchen and
dining room lead to the back
covered patio.

On the opposite side of the
central great room are the
Anacortes’ three bedrooms.
The two secondary bedrooms
share a full bathroom with
dual vanities. If the additional
sleeping areas are not need-
ed, these rooms offer home-
owners the flexibility to furnish
them a home office, exercise

home.

et, private bathroom with twin
sinks, and exclusive access to
the outdoors.

The Anacortes’ casual floor
plan can work as a year-round
residence or as a vacation

The Anacortes is created
by Associated Designs, Inc.’s
talented team of residential
home designers. To learn more
about this design visit www.
AssociatedDesigns.com.

Anacortes
PLAN 30-936

Living Area 2402 sq. ft.

studio, hobby space, guest Garage 606 sq. ft.
room, or whatever else suits.  Dimensions 86'x64’

The owners’ suite is at the end
of the hallway and boasts a
generous sized walk-in clos-

2000 SERIES

www.AssociatedDesigns.com

© 2022 Associated Designs, Inc. .
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Minor exterior upgrades
that can help sell a home

The home improvement
industry has been boom-
ing for years, but forecast-
ers are projecting a decel-
eration in 2023 and perhaps
beyond. Estimates from the
Home Improvement Research
Institute, which is the leading
market research resource for
the home and building prod-
ucts industry, indicate that
growth in the home improve-
ment products market is
expected to decelerate from
7.2 percent in 2022 to 1.5 per-
cent in 2023. Inflation contin-
ues to affect consumer spend-
ing, and homeowners may be
looking to spend less on reno-
vations in the year ahead.

Minor upgrades that aren’t
as costly as larger projects
can still make a big differ-
ence, especially among pro-

)

THURSDAY - SUNDAY

Sturges Park - CARNIVAL!

Advanced Wristband Sales at Cub Foods

<)
THURSDAY EVENTS

Kiddie Parade - 6:30 pm,
in Costume, from
Library to Sturges Park
Movie in the Park -
9:00 pm, “Trolls Band
Together” Band Shell

For a Full List of Events Visit
buffalochamber.org/happenings/

SUNDAY, JUNE 2nd, 2024

AD DEADLINE:

spective buyers. When looking
for minor upgrades that can
help sell a home, homeowners
can rely on Remodeling mag-
azine’s annual “Cost vs. Value
Report.” That report analyzes
costs for an assortment of
remodeling projects and deter-
mines the value of those proj-
ects at resale. Though resale
value depends on a host of
variables, including location,
the following are some rela-
tively minor exterior upgrades
that impress buyers and pro-
vide a strong return for home-
owners.

* Garage door replace-
ment: Garage doors matter
more than sellers may rec-
ognize, as various real estate
professionals note that buy-
ers appreciate homes with
updated garage doors. That’s

STURGES PARK

o

FRIDAY EVENTS
Beer Garden - 6:00 pm
“Chopper - World’s
Nuttiest DJ” - 8:00 pm
Fireworks - at Dusk

h - Sunday, June 16th, 2024

%

BUFFALO DAYS
SECTION

PUBLISHED:

good news for homeowners,
as the “2022 Cost vs. Value
Report” indicated homeown-
ers recoup roughly 93 percent
of their garage door replace-
ment investment at resale. The
average cost of such a job is
right around $4,000, making
this a budget-friendly remodel-
ing project.

* Window replacement:
The cost of new windows will
depend on just how many
windows must be replaced.
But there’s no denying buyers
like the idea of low emissivity
(low-E) windows, which can
cut energy bills by a signifi-
cant amount over time. The
Office of Energy Efficiency &
Renewable Energy estimates
that heat gain and heat loss
through windows is respon-
sible for between 25 and 30
percent of residential heating
and cooling energy use, so
sellers who can tell buyers they
have new low-E windows can
emphasize those savings in

32 * > » BUFFALO DAYS » > » €

S\ Sunday, June 9t

L 2

Fishing Klinic for Kids - 9:30 am
Sturges Park

Grand Parade - 6:00 pm,
Historic Downtown Buffalo

Royalty Coronation - 6:00 pm
Buffalo High School

Wed., May 22nd at 12 PM
Gall Today to Advertise

Contact Karie or Colleen for Details

Wright G 17 Joural-Press 763 -682-1221

3\ 2 &
NG

@\ m
\

home listings. The “2022 Cost
vs. Value Report” indicates that
homeowners recoup roughly
two-thirds of their investment
in new windows at resale.

* Landscaping: Well-
maintained landscaping is
another home exterior com-
ponent that can make a strong
first impression on buyers.
A recent survey of nearly
7,000 realtors conducted by
the National Association of
Realtors found that upgrading
a landscape recouped roughly

FREE ESTIMATES
FULLY INSURED
Serving West Metro Area

KEITH A. RUDE | OWNER
612-805-8564
\ keithrude50@gmail.com )

[ OFFICE OPEN
7 DAYS/WEEK

Buffalo Storage, LLC

24 Hr. Controlled
Lighted Facility

5x11 10x11 10x22 10x24
11x20 11x24 11x30

10x24 INDOOR BOAT STORAGE
Outdoor Storage Also Available

Corner of Co. Rd. 34 & 134;
behind Target

763-682-4320

930 Calder Ave. NE, Buffalo
(Just N. of Buffalo Airport)

| BuffaloStorageSpace.com |

83 percent of homeowners’
initial investment at resale. In
addition, 11 percent of real-
tors surveyed indicated that an
upgraded landscape was the
decisive factor that closed the

WELCOME TO YOUR ONE-51

LDING SECUR

7,

Secarity Resoarce Teee.
LOCKS
DR

763-682-1253
russellsecurity.com
205 5th St NE, Buffalo, MN 55313
info@russellsecurity.com

1OF SHO

LI T I T )

deal for the house.

Updating a home’s exterior
doesn’t have to bust home-
owners’ budgets. Many afford-
able projects also provide a
substantial return at resale.

LL THINGS

Electronic Access Control
Electrified Door Hardware
Intercom & Surveillance Systems
Medeco Patented Protected Locks
Power Door Operators
Commercial Door Hardware
Service & Installation

Door & Frame Replacement &
Repair

* Automotive Key Services

A TRUSTED LOCKSMITH AND SECURITY PARTNER SINCE 1991

Quality Construction -
Built to Handle Our Midwest Weather!

24x24x10....$7,500
30x40x10 .. $11,000

Custom Built to Any Size
Fast & Economical!

Subject to local building codes, snowload requirements, delivery &
crew travel in some areas. Prices subject to change without notice.

36x48x10 ..$14,000
40x64x12 . $19,000

@ Fully Insured
BBB #BC-20574944
=1

320.492.6364
j.austinconstruction@yahoo.com

I Austin

Construction,LLC
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* Decorative Rock - Large Selection » Drainage Supplies « Wood Mulches & Chips
* Pulverized and Screened Top Soil & Garden Mix « All Types of Driveway Aggregates
* Fieldstone Boulders & Steps « Synthetic Turf + Landscape Supplies
* Rubber Mulches & Landscape Products » Natural Wall Stone, Edgers & Flagstone
* Play Sand * Volleyball Sand + Mason Sand * Salt/Sand Mix & Treated De-Icing Salt
* Trucking, Skid Loader & Compact Excavator Services

Pick up or Prompt Delivery = “Serving You Since 1973"
13530 Willandale Rd., Rogers | www.HassanSand.com | 763-428-2393
@ s Business Hours: Mon-Fri 7am-4pm « Saturdays 7Tam-Noon 5 ==

F_ .-\
The Chem-Dry proprietary
Hot Carbonating Extraction
(HCE) cleaning process
provides a deeper, longer
lasting clean for
a healthier home.

Qunenwv ~—*

1 f

“Ken did a fantastic therough job! We were very happy with the results. |
The carpet is like brand new. Highly recommend.”  Jrrd ki

The Natural®, our Chem-Dry Green
Certified cleaning solution, uses the
power of nature's chemistry to send
millions of carbonated bubbles into your
carpets for a deeper, greener clean. So
go ahead, live your life. We'll clean up.

Chembry

The Hen!ﬁuer Deeper

Visit Brown:ChomDryMN com to schedule your cleaning today.

Brown’s Chem-Dry
Serving Meeker, Mcleod, & Wright Counties

320-286-5558 BrownsChemDryMN.com

Independently owned and cperated since 1997,

=
CARPET CLEANING - FREE Hallway Cleaning!

Clean 2 rooms with the Stain Fighter or Fresh-n-Healthy Home
service and get a free hallway cleaning, up to 80 sq.ft.

{Minimum charges apply. Must present this coupon to the fechnician at time of service.
Not valid with other discounts or offers. Valid only with Brown's Chem-Dry.) EXPIRES 5-31-24

[cle]e]s]
HOUSEKEEPING

Karsten has mwtmg covered porch

A parade of tapered
Craftsman columns creates a
colonnade effect while high-
lighting an inviting covered
porch that wraps around two
sides of the Karsten. It’s spa-
cious enough for dining, and
great for simply relaxing in the
afternoon breezes.

This compact Craftsman-
style, single-level plan could
be built as a get-away cabin,
but it is equally well-suited for
use as a year-round residence.
Gathering spaces fill the left
side; bedrooms (or two bed-
rooms and a den) are on the

Karsten
PLAN 30-590

Living Area 1265 sq. ft.
Garage 653 sq. ft.
Dimensions 38'x74’

1000 SERIES

www.AssociatedDesigns.com

- OUTDOOR FURNACES NOTICE -

OUTDOOR FURNACE, PARTS AND SUPPLIES, HIGH DEMAND AND LIMITED AVAILABILITY.
Order now be prepared for summer or fall installation.

WE HAVE FINANCING
AVAILABLE AND UPTO

$2, 000

Federal Tax Credit
ON QUALIFYING MODELS
AND INSTALLATION

(lass Edge

360 HDX Class EdgE

560 HDX

RESERVE TODAY!
Call 763 972-6255 EDCE

E—
TITANILM HDX

We feature Central Boiler furnaces and products for complete installation.

Class-Act offers system discounts.
The Classic, Classic Edge, and Maxim by Central Boiler.
DAILY SHIPPING AVAILABLE.

Class Edge

760 HDX (lass Edge

960 HDX

763-972-6255

CLASS-ACT OUTDOOR FURNACE

ClassActFurnace.com
Class-Act is a fuII-time dealer specializing in outdoor furnaces.

right.

Entering, you step into a
bright and spacious, vault-
ed living room. A coat closet
is tucked into an alcove just

around the corner to the right.
Plenty of natural light washes
into the living room through
wide windows on two sides.
The ceiling flattens and drops

Garage

24' x 28'6"

© 2022 Associated Designs, Inc.

| utility /| mle
[ — ]
o—— [ |I
Kitchen O Owners’
13'4" x 10" ' Suite
el | 12°x126"
|
Dining _/
| 11'4"x 9'8" Bedroom
10'4" x 10' ||
L = —
Vaulted
| Living [ ]
| 17' x 14'4" Entry < ==
_\ Den/
D = / /l' Bed?gom
r 102" x10'6"
Covered Porch

Dn

to eight feet as the space flows
into the dining room and kitch-
en.

Working at the kitchen sink,
you have a view to the rear
though windows that fill the
back corner. Potted plants
can’t help but flourish in the
bright triangle of space that
fronts the sink. Meals and
snacks can be served up
directly from the cook top to
the eating bar with no wasted
steps. This counter also dou-
bles as a buffet for the dining
area.

A roomy pantry adds to the
storage space, and laundry
appliances are nearby, in a
good-sized utility room that
links directly to the garage.

The owners’ suite has a pri-
vate bathroom plus a large
walk-in closet with built-
in shelves in one corner.
Additional shelving rims the
walls, extending over the long
rods.

Double doors open into the
Karsten’s front bedroom, or
den. This space could also be
used as a home office.

Associated Designs is the
original source for the Karsten
30-590. For more information
or to view other designs, visit
www.AssociatedDesigns.com
or call 800-634-0123.

Prepare
Landscapes=

Continued from Page 12
ence known on a property,
homeowners may want to take
proactive steps prior to plant-
ing anything new. A new fence
might prevent animals like
deer from getting in, but that
likely won’'t do much to repel
smaller animals like squirrels,
rabbits or foxes. If wildlife is
a concern, homeowners can
seek advice at their local gar-
den center about which plants
certain animals are likely to
ignore. Homeowners who want
to attract wildlife can do the
same in reverse, choosing
plants wildlife will be drawn
to. Homeowners who want
to deter wildlife should erect
fencing or other barriers prior
to planting.

® Clear space if necessary.
Some may thrive but only at
the expense of other plants. If
necessary, clear space prior to
planting to ensure plants have
ample space to grow.

Some pre-planting land-
scape preparation can ensure
new plants thrive.
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All-America Selections
Geranium Big
EEZE Pink Batik -

Available Soon

The Big EEZE geranium
series is known for its supe-

Tired of your muddy drlveway?
« Let us give you a FREE ESTIMATE
for paving your driveway.
+ We've been paving driveways for
over 30 years.
+ We are a local, family owned company.
+ We stand by our products and workmanship.

. 320-214-3037..s00-778-3037
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All-America Selections

Broccoli Purple
Magic F1
This purple broccoli is
magicall How else do you

& StateFarm-

HOME ¢« LIFE « AUTO « BUSINESS ¢« PET & MORE!

My 16 years with State Farm Insurance, coupled with
a lifetime of being a loyal customer, enables me to
deliver invaluable service to each of my clients.

Read what
your neighbors
are saying!

Shawna Kolles - Agent

Shawna Kolles Ins Agency Inc 5-STAR
Lic# MN-40785946 ‘ o RnTIHG ' 4

N GO g
763.332.3052 i
9360 Baltimore St. NE, Suite 120, Blaine = S

2024 AAS Ornamental Winner

rior container performance,
medium vigor, and heat tol-
erance. The newest addition
to the series, Pink Batik, is
an AAS National Winner that
is sure to impress gardeners
with its unique coloration and
minimal maintenance require-

2024 AAS Edible - Vegetable Winner

explain a broccoli that has it
all? From its beautiful purple
color, tight uniform heads,
and bright beads to its great
broccoli flavor, this easy to
grow broccoli is also stress
and heat tolerant. A show-
stopper.

“Wicked good! Nicest pur-
ple broccoli we’ve ever seen”
exclaimed one very experi-
enced edible judge.

Excellent broccoli to try
growing in cooler seasons.
Can be eaten raw, stir-fried,
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ments.

Batiking is known for being
a labor-intensive way to pro-
duce beautiful colorations on
fabric, but this new geranium
is a super “EEZE” way to get
stunning petal colors on a
very floriferous plant with very
little effort needed.

Says one judge: “The com-
bined flower output of all our
entry plants totaled well over

100 blooms and each one
was the same size with an
equal amount of pink and
white striations.” That sounds
like multiple-winner qualities!

How to Grow

Great for containers, in full
or partial sun. Deadheading is
recommended. Blooms late
spring to frost.

roasted, lightly blanched, or
steamed for the best tex-
ture, either way, you will find
it sweeter and more tender
than traditional green broc-
coli.

How to Grow

Start transplants indoors
12 weeks before your first
frost date. Keep seeds warm
(70 degrees) until they sprout,

then move to a sunny loca-
tion.

Plant into well-worked
soil five weeks before the
last spring frost. Water well,
plants should not dry out or
wilt. Harvest primary head
after about 90 days after
transplant. Continue to care
for the plants to encourage
smaller side shoot heads.

Kiatt

WWW. klatttruevaluerental com

Hwy. 25 N
Buffalo, MN
763-682-2436

www.thedrummer.com
763-682-1221

Buffalo Flotal S Landscaplng

Weekly Lawn Mo: :
ng Sen :
Availa able™ ca"%' 0wrwc.s's ;
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Discover The Curb Creations Transformation
...And Find Out Why 13,101 Minnesota Homeowners Say...
It’s The Best Thing | Ever Did To My Yard!”

& CURB CREA no_)
Preﬂs:on Concrete
Landscape Edging

—— CELEBRATING 38 YEARS —

763-477-4532

www.curbcreations.net

" Kick Start Spring by Transforming Your
Yard with Curb Creations
SAVE UP TO $500! sign up by 5/31/24 to qualify

= BUY A FURNACE AND TyNo-FUR
24174 GET AFREEACUNIT! DEAL!

HEATING & AC, INC:

IF YOUR FURNACE AND AIR CONDITIONER FINA
ARE OVER TEN YEARS OLD, THEY'VE M AV NCING
PRETTY MUCH GONE TO THE DOGS! e el AILABLE!

They're more prone to roll over and break ready for an update?

down and they're inefficient energy wasters.

Here's your chance to fetch a Call for our $49 ] 10
FREE AIR CONDITIONER System Safety Check!

when you purchase a new Furnace.

» . . . & , Our expert technicians
Visit our website for more details regarding will come running to
all our services. And, get to know us better! your rescue!






